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Canons for Christ Church Facing up to our blind spots Better safe that sorry 

Four of the best will be honoured Bishop Richard reflects for Racial Justice Sunday Why the we need a child protection policy 
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‘I have discovered that 
the Holy Spirit is the 
best editor of all’ 



From first to last 
edition, the editor 
interviews 
herself on the 
eve of her 

departure 

page 5 



Jeffery John: respect, honesty and trust 



Mark Lead beater writes . . . 



ON 6 July, Canon Jeffrey 
John withdrew as Bishop 
Elea of Reading. The 
appointment had caused a 
storm of controversy, as 
Canon John would have been 
the Church of England’s first 
openly homosexual bishop. 
The announcement of the 
withdrawal followed a day of 
meetings between the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 
the Bishop of Oxford and 
Canon John at Lambeth 
Palace. Canon John stated in 
his letter of resignation: ‘In 
view of the damage my con- 
secration might cause to the 



unity of the Church, includ- 
ing the Anglican 
Communion, I must seek the 
consent of the Crown to 
withdraw acceptance of my 
appointment to the See of 
Reading.’ 

The news of Canon John’s 
appointment was greeted 
with very mixed reaaions. 
Many people, especially those 
from the evangelical tradi- 
tion, expressed strong oppo- 
sition because of the way 
they understand the Bible’s 
teaching on homosexuality. 
Others welcomed the 
appointment, seeing it as a 



step forward towards a more 
inclusive church. Responding 
to this strength of feeling, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
said: ‘This has been a time of 
open and painful confronta- 
tion, in which some of our 
bonds of mutual trust have 
been severely strained. We 
need now to give ourselves 
the proper opportunities hon- 
estly to think through what 
has happened and to find 
what God has been teaching 
us in these difficult days.’ 



Although the initial crisis 
has passed, the underlying 
issues of the Church’s atti- 
tudes and beliefs about 
homosexuality remain a 
major topic of discussion, 
within the Oxford Diocese, 
the Church of England and 
the international Anglican 
Communion. Martin 
Cavender, Direaor of 
Springboard who opposed 
the appointment, writes: ‘The 
concentration of minds has 
been not just on matters of 



human sexuality but on what 
is sin and what is doctrine; 
on Biblical orthodoxy and on 
what it means to be an 
Anglican at this end of the 
21st century.’ 

As the debate progresses, 
Sebastian Jones, a supporter 
of Canon John’s appoint- 
ment, calls us to remember 
that there is a personal cost 
involved in the debate. ‘The 
real casualty of the current 
crisis is honesty. In the spirit 
of Jeffrey’s honesty we need 
to respect each other’s differ- 
ences and encourage each 
other to be honest and open,’ 



he writes. 

At present, the Bishop of 
Oxford is convalescing fol- 
lowing an operation. Further 
discussion about the future of 
the Bishopric of Reading will 
begin again after his return to 
work, which is expeaed to 
be in the middle of 
September. 

On page 2 Read the full 
texts of Martin Cavender and 
Sebastian Jones's responses to 
the events surrounding Jeffrey 
John's election and subse- 
quent withdrawal. See also 
the letters on page 9. 




LIMBERING UP FOR YELLOW BRACES Enthusiastic onlookers encourage a contestant in the limbo competition at the annual 
Diocesan youth festival held this year in scorching sunshine at Hill End near Oxford . Photo by Frank Blackwell. More and a report on page 16 




Where are the 
Samaritans? 

N Homelessness:what can Ghristians do ? 7 is the theme of 
a major Diocesan conference in September 

MICKY True, a 40-year old homeless man, regularly sleeps in the 
doorway of St Columba’s URC Church in central Oxford. Or he 
did until 26 July when he was woken up at 2am by a gang of thugs 
who beat him up so badly that his spleen had to be removed in an 
emergency operation. To make matters worse passers-by refused to 
call an ambulance assuming that Micky was drunk. However, one 
good Samaritan came to his rescue and probably saved his life. 
That was Tim Greswell who, as he opened his newsagent’s shop for 
the day, saw Micky lying injured on the other side of the road, 
crossed over and called an ambulance. 

An example to us all 

Commenting in the incident, Alison Webster, Diocesan Social 
Responsibility Adviser said: ‘Tim’s willingness to cross the road to 
help his homeless neighbour is the theme of the Oxford Diocese’s 
first ever major conference on homelessness on 20 September.’ 
However, she said that despite the presence of keynote speaker, 
Steve Chalke of Faithworks, the bookings are just not coming in. 
As a result the conference may have to be cancelled. 

The Conference, which will beheld in Banbury, is being spon- 
sored by the Shaftesbury Housing Group. Other speakers include 
Rob Taylor of Adullam Homes and Stuart Pascall of Banbury 
Community Church. There will be workshops on single homeless- 
ness, rural issues, young people and homelessness and family life. It 
is still not too late to book. Ring Alison Hayes on 01295 261669 or 
email abh@shaftesburyhousing.org.uk and book by 5 September 
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Behind the news 



AS THE DUST SETTLES after the storm over the nomination of Jeffrey John as Bishop of Reading and his decision to step down, we invited two people from the Berkshire 
Archdeaconry, which falls under the pastoral care of the Bishop of Reading, to reflect on all that has happened. Martin Cavender, Director of Springboard, the Archbishops' Initiative 
for Evangelism, was a signatory to a letter expressing concern about Jeffrey John's appointment. Sebastian Jones, a priest in the Reading Archdeaconry, welcomed the appointment. 
Both writers express the sadness that so many people felt. They also speak of what we can learn from these painful events and express hope for the future of our beloved Church. 



‘These extraordinary, reforming 
days in our beloved Church’ 



‘In the spirit of Jeffrey’s honesty we 
need to respect each other’s’ differences’ 



THERE have been thousands 
of words spoken and written 
about ‘the matter of the 
Bishop of Reading’, but 
among them at this moment 
one thing is clear to me - 1 
am and shall always be grate- 
ful to Canon Jeffrey John. 

His gifts and integrity 
I may disagree with him pro- 
foundly in matters of 
Christian belief and the 
Church (while having great 
respect for his gifts as an 
academic, an evangelist, a 
priest); but just now I am 
grateful to him for his grace 
and integrity, and his deci- 
sion to withdraw from the 
proposed appointment. 

He was placed in an invidi- 
ous position, and has done 
the Church of England a 
great service in the decision 
he has made. He has made 
room for what may be the 
most crucial Christian debate 
in my lifetime; perhaps in the 
life of the Church in this 
country. That debate may 
not produce swift or easy 
answers, but at least Jeffrey 
John has set it free from the 
hindrances of personality. 

What is Jesus saying? 

Something else has happened 
in the last few weeks. The 
Church, from leaders to peo- 
ple in the pew in my own 
Oxfordshire village, have had 
their minds concentrated on 
what they believe. Who is 
Jesus Christ, and just what is 
He saying to me in this situa- 
tion? The guidance of 
Bishops and others placed in 
authority has been crucial; it 
has been terrific to see people 
speak from their hearts, 
instead of just holding to a 
collegial unity. Archbishop 
Rowan’s words have been 




by Martin 
Cavender 



mighty helpful - ‘The con- 
cerns of many in the Diocese 
of Oxford are theologically 
serious, intelligible and by no 
means based on narrow 
party allegiance or on preju- 
dice. They must be addressed 
and considered fully’. 

Those words were 
balm to the soul of 
one elderly, deeply 
committed Christian I 
know, a former Artillery 
Colonel, Churchwarden, 
Diocesan Synod member 
who had earlier said to me, 
‘It’s not going down too well 
in our village, Martin’. The 
Archbishop’s General Synod 
Address and Sermon took 
the words of leadership fur- 
ther and deeper. 

Blowing away complacency 
The concentration of minds 
has been not just on matters 
of human sexuality, but on 
what is sin, and what is doc- 
trine; on Biblical orthodoxy 
and on what it means to be 
an Anglican at this end of the 
21 st century. It has been 
healthier than I suspect we 
can immediately see. 

I believe it is out of that 
concentration, that blowing 
away of complacency that 
we will rediscover what it is 
to be a Christian believer in 
this country at this moment. 
We will be inexorably back 
to what Archbishop Rowan 
calls ‘the priorities of our 
mission, the priorities given 
us by Our Lord’. 

Some of the disingenuous, 
often casuistic tosh spoken 
and written in the last few 



weeks will be forgotten 
while the grace, integrity 
and holiness demonstrated 
by people from all sides of 
the argument is remem- 
bered; and I hope and 
pray we will find a new 
unity in the everlasting 
truth who is Jesus 
Christ, the way 
and the 
life. 



OVER the past few weeks I 
have taken a number of ser- 
vices in neighbouring church- 
es whilst clergy have been on 
holiday. On each occasion I 
have alluded to the Jeffrey 
John affair and have 
been thanked for 
doing so. In one 
church the com- 
plaint was that the 
Vicar did not talk 
about it, and in 
others the lead 
had been so 
clear that 
those with 
differing 
views felt 
they 
could 



not 

speak. 



are 

extra- 

ordi- 



nary, 

reforming 
days in 
beloved 
Church, days 
which should take us con- 
stantly to our knees in 
seeking God’s will, and I 
am delighted to be alive in 
them. The way forward in 
this particular debate? In 
the words of my favourite 
Church mission statement, 
‘God only knows’. I am 
glad of that. 



Martin Cavender is a member 
of Kingston Bagpuize PCC in 
the Berkshire Archdeaconry. 



Many 
are incredu- 
lous that people 
could divide the Church 
over what two consenting 
adults do in private, when 
there is so much injustice 
in the world. The Jeffrey 
John affair has affected 
most congregations, par- 
ticularly between the gen- 
erations. The divisions 
and tensions that we are 
now experiencing need to 
be addressed. 



The use of the Bible 

The use of the Bible has 
always been conditioned 
by culture, so we are 
always being challenged. 
As through science and 



Sebastian Jones 
writes 



learning our understand- 
ing of ourselves develops, 
so must our understanding 
of scripture. Traditional 
homophobia, which was 
once part of our culture, 
has influenced our use of 
the Bible in a way that 
prevents us from bringing 
good news to all people 
made in God’s image. 
Wide 4 understanding 
When homosexuality is 
the created orientation of 
some men and women, 
should we exclude them 
from ministry in the 
church? 

The nature of 
Anglicanism is that it is a 
broad church that holds 
together a wide under- 
standing of the Gospel. 
Our bishops represent a 
variety of views, including 
some that may concern us. 
If the best candidate 
abides by the discipline of 
our church but is never- 
theless forced to stand 
down, the inclusive 
integrity of the body is 
weakened. If the Church is 
to be governed by pressure 
groups, however well moti- 
vated and financed, we have 
cause for great anxiety. 
Unity is not uniformity 
The unity of Anglicanism 
is not uniformity. Each 
province is governed by its 
own culture and customs 
and are lived out in the 
light of the Gospels. For 
example, African practices 
of sexuality and marriage 
are different to our own 



and more varied than the 
present debate would 
have us believe. Just as 
we have difficulty with 
polygamy and aspects of 
initiation rites so they 
may have difficulty with 
homosexuality. These are 
not grounds for breaking 
communion and we should 
not allow such threats to gov- 
ern our gospel proclamation. 

The real casualty of the 
current crisis is honesty. 
Jeffrey John has been open 
about his sexuality when 
others have not. For this he 
has been persecuted and left 
with less than nothing. 
Whatever task he is given in 
the future will be headline 
news and meet with opposi- 
tion from minorities. In the 
spirit of Jeffrey’s honesty we 
need to respect each other’s 
differences and encourage each 
other to be honest and open. 
Generosity of spirit 
Clergy from Berkshire were 
united in making a collection 
for him and were able to 
give him a generous cheque 
of appreciation. That same 
generosity of spirit towards 
Jeffrey, both from those who 
want to thank him for with- 
drawing from Reading and 
from those who are ashamed 
that he is not to be our 
Bishop, must now be direct- 
ed to enabling young and 
old, evangelical, liberal and 
catholic and those ‘out of the 
box’ of the church who 
would have welcomed such 
an appointment, to come 
together to listen and learn 
from each other. 

The Revd Sebastian Jones is 

Area Dean of Bracknell in the 
Berkshire Archdeaconry. 






THE LARGEST ' ALL MODEL' MODEL 
SHOW ON THE SOUTH COAST 



T: 01929 405096 

F: 01929 405360 

info @ tankmuseum.co.uk 

www.tankmuseum.co.uk 



Charity No 

274640 



Glass 



ArJisTs in StAi 



SP6 



Bovington, Dorset 



MUSEUM OPEN DAILY 10AM - 5PM 



27th - 28th September 2003. Gates 
open at 1 0.00 and last admission is 
at 16.30 Normal museum 
admission prices apply. 



Traders, exhibitors and clubs call now if you 
wish to trade or exhibit. Call Event Works (UK) 
on 01202 692999 or see our website on 
www.eventsthatwork.com. 



Launde Akhe 



SEPTEMBER 

22nd - Friends of Launde Quiet Day 
- open to all. 

Led by The Warden 

OCTOBER 

20th - 24th - Retreat for Clergy and those 
in ministry. 

Led by Canon Donald Gray 

NOVEMBER 

10th - 14th - 5 day individually guided 
retreat 

Led by Gillian Russell and Graham Pigott 



Tel: 01572 717254 Fax: 01572 717454 

E-mail: laundeabbey@leicester.anglican.org 
www.launde.org.uk 
Registered Charity No. 249100 



SENDING 

GOODS 

OVERSEAS 

Including personal effects, 
books and full container 
loads. Enquire about our 
special rates for churches, 
charities and students. 

Freight Services 
International Ltd. 

Telephone: 01332 347478 

(24 hr answerphone) 

or email us at 
fsiltd@aol.com 



NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION, NON FICTION, 
MEMOIRS, BIOGRAPHY, 
HISTORIC, 

POETRY, CHILDRENS, 
RELIGIOUS, SPIRITUAL 

WRITE OR SENO YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN'S HOUSE, 2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM TW1 4EG. U.K. 
E-mail: athenabook@aol.com 



Watches Wanted 

Gents pocket and wrist 
watches, military or civilian*, 
any condition. Also associated 
items, i.e. chains, keys etc. 
Gold and silver items 
and medals. 

Please phone: 

01691 831162 anytime 



Bookshop Manager 

Opportunity to take forward an exciting 
new initiative in Newbury, Berkshire. 

We are seeking a manager for a new Christian 
centre comprising a book and coffee shop. 

Applicants should have management and 
business skills, be sympathetic to the aims of 
the Centre, have an out-going personality and 
bags of enthusiasm! Book or coffee shop 
experience is not essential. 

For further information apply to: 
recruitmentrachristophershoemaker.org.uk 
or write to Shoemakers, c/o 2 Phoenix Walk, 
Newbury, Berks RG14 6TD. 

Closing date 13 September 2003. 



South West Model EXPO 2003 



Model clubs and traders from all 
over the UK. Competitions on 
Sunday only. Compare the model j 
with the real thing! 



Leicesren Diocesan 
ReTKear House and 
Conyenence Cenme 



Iding Stationery 

www.weddlng-statlonery.com 

Visit our website or 
contact us for details j 
and free samples 
Illustrated 'vg 
Stationery 
Tel: 029 2081?1 024; 

Fax: 0292081^36^ 
dorotny^wedoir-g-stattonery 1 com 



DAviD Wasley ftlA.ATC.DipAD.FfTiGP. 

ConSERVATOR S RESTORATiOTl SPECIALIST 

01494 773712 

WWW.3RDmiLLEnniurtlARTiSTS.CO, UK 
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On the pedestal: the Revd Keith Morrison and the Revd Antony 
Feltham-White (right) toast their win at Goodwood. 



Spirit of Revelation wins through 



IT was a far cry from their 
usual Sunday service, but two 
full-time Church of England 
ministers took the Goodwood 
Festival of Speed by storm this 
summer. The Revd Antony 
Feltham-White, Curate of 
Bernwode, Bucks and the 
Revd Keith Morrison from 
Ipswich, won the Dunhill 
Spirit of Soapboxing Award 
against stiff competition from 
professional drivers. The 



Award is given for sporting 
efforts which best encapsulate 
the ideals of the Goodwood 
Gravity Racing Club. The paii; 
whom we featured in the June 
DOOR, are known as 
Revelation Racing, and wear 
racing shirts adorned with dog 
collars. Part of their mission 
statement reads ‘Accountable 
to God on and off the track 
and seeking His will in all that 
we do’. 



Help for our children to step out in faith 

Children are not just the Church's future, they are a vital part of today's Church. This was the message of 'Reaching our 
Children', a conference for those working with youngsters in the Oxford Diocese. Report by Margaret Heald and Carolyn Bailey 



CHILDREN are discerning. 
They can’t be fooled by adult 
platitudes. But engaging and 
inspiring them to step out on 
their own path to faith is the 
most important ministry of all. 
The hugely successful 
Reaching Children’ conference 
in High Wycombe in July was 
organised by Diocesan 
Children’s Officer Jenny Hyson 
and led by a former teacher 
Penny Frank. 

Penny encouraged us to aim to 



develop children into young 
people who are mature in their 
faith. It is all too easy to give 
them a faith which is neatly 
packaged only to let it unravel 
as they get older Our challenge 
is to help them to find the rele- 
vance of faith in their lives - 
both as children and as young 
adults. We need to equip them 
for service in the world and to 
help them learn the importance 
of prayer in that service. 

The first step to encouraging 



youngsters is ensuring they feel 
at home in congregations. As 
Penny said: ‘People need to 
belong before they believe.’ 

A variety of workshops looked 
at the ways to help children 
learn about our faith. Most do 
not absorb information best by 
sitting and listening but by get- 
ting up and doing - an impor- 
tant tip for teachers everywhere! 

One of the overriding concerns 
of the day was how to lead All 
Age Worship. People were keen 



to share experience and ideas, 
with many searching for inspi- 
ration and guidance in this area. 
Could this be a subject for a 
future conference? 

And finally we all came away 
from the day having realised 
just how essential our work is. 
Those who work with young- 
sters have been called to one of 
the most important ministries 
of all and as such, deserve all 
the supports and prayers of 
others in the Church. 



New Editor for The DOOR 




REBECCA RAVELEY joins 
The DOOR this month, to 
take over from retiring editor 
Christine Zwart. Rebecca, 31, 
has come from the Daily Mail, 
where she worked as a political 
correspondent in the House of 
Commons. Married with a 
baby son, Noah, she currently 
lives in north Hampshire but 
will be relocating shortly to 
live in the Oxford Diocese. 



Sharing life in a rainbow world 



RACIAL Justice Sunday aims 
to raise awareness of each 
other’s cultures and experi- 
ences. It encourages all 
Christians in Britain and 
Ireland to join together in 
thinking about racial justice 
and praying for an end to mis- 
understanding and racism. 
The day will be marked in the 



Oxford Diocese with a special 
service at the Church of the 
Holy Family, in Blackbird 
Leys, Oxford at 3pm on 
Sunday, 14 September. The 
preacher will be the Very Revd 
Nicholas Coulton, Sub Dean 
of Christ Church Cathedral. 
All are welcome. The Bishop of 
Oxford writes on page 8 



One World Week moving theme 



THE theme of One World 
Week (OWW), 19-26 
October, is to be ‘moving 
stories’ - moving on from 
poverty, people moving, 
moving towards sustainabili- 
ty. ‘Stories well told touch 
people; they resonate within 
people, because in the telling 



of something deeply human, 
that which is human is 
touched’. There will be more 
ibout OWW in our October 
issue. Contact One World 
Week, PO box 2555, 
Reading, RG1 4XW, tel. 
0118 939 4933, 

www.oneworld week .org 



Hospital chaplain among four new canons 



GM issue sparks passionate debate 




Alpha in the Diocese of Oxford 



THE senior chaplain of the 
Oxford Radcliffe Hospitals 
Trust, Nick Fennemore is one 
of four new Honorary Canons 
of Christ Church Cathedral, 
an honour bestowed for dis- 
tinguished service in the 
Diocese. 

The other three new canons 
are the Revd Dr Brian 
Meardon, vicar of Warfield for 
services to innovative parish 
ministry; the Revd Norman 
Brown, vicar of Maidenhead 



All Saints, Boyne Hill for ser- 
vices to parish ministry in 
Maidenhead and education in 
the Diocese and the Revd Alan 
Bennett, Wendover Area Dean 
and rector of Aston Clinton 
with Buckland and Drayton 
Beauchamp for services to 
parish ministry, the deanery and 
the Diocesan Buildings 
Committee. 

The four will be installed at 
Christ Church Cathedral on 
Saturday 25 October at 6pm. 



THE controversial issue of GM 
crops was explored at 
Dorchester Abbey in July in 
the nationwide debate on 
genetically-modified foods. 

Professor Vivian Moses of 
King’s College, London, 
argued that GM food was safe 
to eat as there had been no ill 
effects suffered by consumers 
in North America since 1996. 
Six million farmers are grow- 
ing them - three out of four in 
the Two-Thirds World - on an 
area twice the size of Britain, 
and increasing ten per cent a 
year. Some 270 UK test sites 
were measuring the effects on 
weeds, insects and small ani- 
mals. 

Jean Saunders of Friends of 
the Earth argued for the pre- 



cautionary principle. Ill effects 
could not be identified where 
GM foods are not labelled as 
in USA, she said . 

David Gifford of CAB 
International set the scene of 
drought already causing 12-14 
million to be malnourished in 
Africa. But a local farmer 
argued that GM could help 
organic growers like himself. 
Food security was essential as 
populations increased. 

The debate was conducted 
with passion and reason. Its 
lowest point was the claim that 
Jesus would of course be 
against GM. Of the 83 present, 
67 were against GM at the 
start, and four in favour. 

Christopher Hal 
See also ecocolumn on page 4 



TWO of the hundreds of prayer 
meetings around the country in 
the Alpha Initiative 2003 will 
be held in our Diocese. One is 
at Christ the Cornerstone, 
Milton Keynes on Thursday, 18 
September at 7.30 pm; contact 
Paul Desborough 01908 
311911. The other is at Christ 
Church Cathedral, Oxford, on 



the same day at 7.30 pm. The 
contact is John Chorlton, 
01865 244713. There will also 
be an Alpha ‘beacon supper’ at 
St Aldate’s, Oxford on Tuesday, 
7 October at 7 pm with 
Jonathan Aitken speaking. 

To find out about an Alpha 
course near you go to 
www.alphacourse.org 



Service to remember Frank Weston 

THERE will be a memorial service for the late Frank 
Weston, Bishop of Knaresborough and former Archdeacon 
of Oxford in Christ Church Cathedral at 2.30pm on 
Saturday, 18 October. All are welcome. 
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E-mail archdbuck@oxford.anglican.org 

PROVINCIAL EPISCOPAL VISITOR 

Bishop of EbbsfleetThe Right Revd Andrew Burnham, Bishops House, Dry 
Sandford, Abingdon, 0X13 6JP Tel: 01865 390746 
E-mail: bishop.andrew@ebbsfleet.org.uk 







Ready Made or Made to Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 

Hire or purchase 
Wedding Dresses from £200 
Communion and Bridesmaid Dresses 
(Children's and Adults from £50) 

Large stock available for viewing 
Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at Discount Prices 

Telephone: 

Jennie's Bridal Wear 

Reading (01 18) 9508959 
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. . . and His faithfulness to all generations 



AT Christ Church, Chesham there is a 
remarkable family with four generations reg- 
ularly worshipping together and many of 
them playing a very active part in the church. 
Thank you Mrs Hilary Povey for writing to 
tell us about them and sending the photo- 
graph. You will have to concentrate! 

They are: Len King (aged 92) (centre). His 
daughters (back row I to r) Sue Greenham 
and Janet Gehrig. Sue's daughter, Clare 
Kendall (seated left) is holding her daughter 
Abbie (1) next to son Sam (2). Next to Clare 
is Janet's daughter, Debbie Flack whose son 
Jordan (5) is kneeling in front of her next to 
Evie Ing (9) another of Sue's grand-daugh- 
ters. Sue, Clare and Evie are on the Church 
Council. Debbie helps with Sunday school and 
Clare with the creche. Sue is head server and 
her husband also attends church regularly 
too. Can you beat that? 



I 

I 




| Ecocolumn 

I WARRINER School Farm, 
g Bloxham and Hill Farm, 
g Little Wittenham have 
g recently hosted Farm Walks - 
g or rides on trailers - opportu- 
g nities to learn how today’s 
g farmers are again working 
g with the grain of nature, 
g Here are some examples 
g • smaller plots with wider 



field margins, even ‘beetle 
banks’, provide habitats for 
natural predators, reducing 
reliance on cosdy artificial 
inputs; 

• Hedgerows replanted with 
the help of government 
grants; sheep are labour- 
intensive and hardly eco- 
nomically viable today, but 
Farmers’ Markets double the 
return on the sale of lamb; 

• Crops rotated - grass for 
sheep to graze is kept for two 
or three years - clover is 
sown to fix nitrogen in the 
soil to feed the grass - 
because hay is made after 
nesting birds have reared 
their families, it is therefore 
preferred to silage even if less 
nutritious; 



• Experiments with rearing | 
table poultry, encouraging them 1 
to range freely, safer from birds 1 
of prey, by providing them with | 
cover from saplings and tall 1 
grasses. | 

Long-term sustainability, 
instead of maximised short- I 
term income, is the aim - 
needing to be underpinned i 
by a radically reformed 
Common Agriculture Policy. I 
Visit the Wittenham Clumps, * 
a popular nature reserve with * 
public access though owned * 
by the Northmoor Trust 
www.northmoortrust.co.uk i 
Christopher Hall 1 

Canon Christopher Hal is a member of s 
A Christian Response to the Environment I 
(AChRE). 1 

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmwmmmJi 




SNIPPETS 



Last Supper restored 

Francis de Cleyn’s interpreta- 
tion of the Last Supper; which 
hangs in Windsor Parish 
Church of St John the Baptist, 
has been restored in situ by the 
South East Conservation 
Centre of St Leonards-on-Sea. 
The picture, which dates back 
to before 1660, cost around 
£18700 to restore, a sum 
mainly raised from British and 
American trusts. 

Christians in the World 

Blewbury Primary School will 
be the venue for a series of talks 
on the theme of ‘Christians in 
the World’ in Autumn 2003. 
Topics include Christian 
schools, sport and cloning. 
Speakers include Elisabeth 
Gilpin, the former head of St 
Augustine’s School, Oxford. 
Ring Jenny Loder on 01235 
510199 or e-mail: 
jjloder@loydroadireeserve.co.uk 

Get on your hobby horse 

‘Collections, Collectors and 
Hobbies’ is the theme of an 
ongoing programme at 
Champ’s Chapel Museum, 

East Hendred. It will include 
demonstrations on spinning, 
model train building and plant 
breeding (among other topics) 
and an exhibition of rare local 
memorabilia. Ring 01235 
833312 for details. 

Save Our Bells 

A sponsored walk of one hun- 
dred miles will begin near the 
River Severn to on 1 1 October 
11, to draw attention to the 
plight of the bells and tower of 



St James’s Church, Faringdon. 
Tower Captain David 
Struckett hopes to raise 
£40,000, so needs a lot of 
sponsors! More information 
from 0118 989 0072, or 
dstruckett@aol.com 

Artwork rings a bell 

St Nicholas’s Church, 
Tadmarton, near Banbury, 
now has a beautiful work of 
art, fashioned from old parts 
of the church bell! The main 
body of the sculpture is a 
cross, made from bell stays of 
beautifully polished ashwood. 

Swinging in the rafters 

The church towers at 
Faringdon, Stanford in the 
Vale and Uffington will be 
open to visitors on Saturday 
20 September (Faringdon 
and Stanford 10am to 12 
noon, Uffington 2pm to 
4pm). Come along and try 
bell-ringing for yourself! 

High church? 

Twelve members of the con- 
gregation from All Saints, 

Ded worth (near Windsor) 
will be climbing Mount 
Kilimanjaro in Kenya on 5 
October to raise funds for a 
school in Nairobi. See 
www. allsaintschurchwind- 
sor.co.uk for more details. 

MU say it with a rose 

To commemorate 125 years of 
the Mothers’ Union, branch 
leader Edith David donated 
the beautiful Mothers’ Union 
Family Life Rose. Orders to: 
Harkness Roses, Cambridge 
Road, Hitchin, SG4 OJT. 



Cathedral music grant 

The choir of Magdalen 
College, Oxford, has received 
a grant of £5000 from the 
Friends of Cathedral Music. 

Harvest for water 

The Rt Revd John Sentamu 
has joined Water Aid’s harvest 
appeal to provide clean water 
to the world’s poorest. He 
said: ‘This harvest time please 
try to spare a moment to think 
about people who don’t have 
safe water to drink. The effects 
of this mean that a child dies 
every 15 seconds.’ For infor- 
mation about how you can 
help, see www.wateraid.org or 
ring 020 7793 4524. 

Code for life 

This year’s theme for the 
Langtree 7-11 Holiday Club 
was ‘Journeys’, which includ- 
ing a discussion of the 
Prodigal Son story and learn- 
ing the Green Cross Code. 

Shelagh Brown prize 

The 2003 Shelagh Brown 
Memorial Prize from the Bible 
Reading Fellowship invites 
entrants to write a 1600 word 
article entided ‘Blessed are the 
peacemakers’ Closing date: 31 
October 2003. For more infor- 
mation contact Sue Fulford on 
01865 319708, email: 
sue.fulford@brf.org.uk 

Holy arachnophobia 

Pets from the village of 
Chaddleworth went to an 
annual Pet Blessing Service at 
the Village Hall on 6 July. 
About 60 people and pets 
attended, although the Revd 
John Townend, Priest in 
Charge, asked for all pet 
spiders to be kept in boxes. 



General Synod: Unity or Unanimity? 

Anna Thomas-Betts reports on the meeting at York, 11 - 15 July 2003. 



‘THE luxury of separation is 
really death; the pain of unity 
is really life for us, who are 
destined and appointed to live 
for the praise of his glory.’ 
Thus concluded Archbishop 
Rowan in his sermon on 
Sunday morning in York 
Minster The Oxford Diocese 
will not need reminding that 
the Synod met in July in the 
wake of Dr Jeffrey John’s 
withdrawal from Reading. 

Invaded by OutRage! 

The Synod agreed at its first 
session not to have a public 
debate of all the issues 
involved - at least for several 
months. Nevertheless ques- 
tions of unity and pain were 
never far from the surface and 
inevitably dominated conver- 
sations in the bars and tea- 
breaks. The ever-present 
media were highly visible and 
there was no shortage of 
reporters seeking out all and 
sundry for ‘comment’. 
Although, in the end, it was 
the invasion of the platform 
on Saturday morning by 
members of OutRage! that 
received the most media cov- 
erage. This was a distressing 
experience for most, and was 
universally considered inap- 
propriate behaviour as well as 
being counterproductive. 

So it was ‘business as usual’ 
for Synod. A major focus of 
this group of sessions was on 
the latest proposal for reor- 
ganising theological training 
in the Church of England 
(Structure and Funding of 
Ordination Training - SFOT). 
A working party had toiled 



for three years and consulted 
widely before bringing recom- 
mendations, which were 
accepted - just! The diagnosis 
was easy - too many very 
small training institutions. 
However; ministerial training 
rouses passions and any pre- 
scription would have pro- 
voked opposition as the pro- 
posed ‘Regional Training 
Partnerships’ did, leaving 
many wondering where the 
necessary will and resources 
would be found. 

Besides SFOT there were 
other important issues to 
wrestle with. The report. 
Called to Act Justly , produced 
by the Stephen Lawrence fol- 
low-up group clearly was ‘ a 
challenge to include minority 
ethnic people in the life of the 
Church of England' as its sub- 
title suggested. 

Enthusiasm for Methodists 

As in the dioceses, there was 
much enthusiasm and great 
support for pressing ahead 
with the Anglican-Methodist 
covenant and Synod also 
agreed to seek movement 
towards the interchangeability 
of presbyterial ministries. 

We considered the Church’s 
relationship with clergy, in 
terms of both what was 
expected of them and their 
employment protection. We 
voted for six diocesan mem- 
bers to be on the Commission 
choosing diocesan bishops. 

We also worried about chil- 
dren not hearing about Jesus 
from those who loved him 
and voted for a new strategy 
to modernise children’s work. 



Synod’s look at ‘the world 
outside’ was through a debate 
on embryo research and the 
therapeutic potential of the 
embryo. 

New strategy group 

And there was buildings and 
finance, of course. The 
Bishop of London pointed out 
how little government support 
exists for the care of church 
buildings while a private 
member’s motion for simpler 
faculty requirements was 
defeated by one vote! As for 
finance, already parishes are 
bearing two-thirds of the run- 
ning costs of the Church of 
England and this is not 
expected to ease off; no sur- 
prises there! We were also 
told of a new Strategic Issues 
group to review the financial 
issues of the whole Church, 
including Church 
Commissioners. 

It seems appropriate to end 
this report with Archbishop 
Rowan. He had started his 
Sunday sermon quoting C. P. 
Snow and pointing out the 
danger that unity in the 
Church could slip into the 
search for an appearance of 
‘meaningless unanimity’ - a 
phrase quoted several times in 
Synod already and one liable 
sadly to become hackneyed! 
Nevertheless, it is worth pon- 
dering over as events continue 
to unfold in the next few 
weeks. 

Anna Thomas-Betts lives in 
Langley. She is currently a part- 
time Senior College Tutor at 
Imperial College, London. 
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Interview. . . 



THE DOOR OPENED IN 1989 with Christine Zwart as its first editor. Bom in London and married to a former 
Times journalist, she has four grown-up children and a new grandson. Life before The DOOR included writing and pub-' 



God in the life of 

Christine Zwart 



lishing a guide to Oxford, running a tea-room with her husband and freelancing for a local paper. When a chance 
encounter with a Christian woman in the Cotswolds changed the course of her life, she said: What I really want to do 
now is to edit a Christian newspaper’. Then to her amazement she saw the advertisement for an 
editor for a new Oxford Diocesan newspaper. That was 1 4 years ago and on 24 September, 

1 46 issues later, Christine leaves the door open for a new editor. This is her story so far. . . . 




Door; 







APRIL 1940, just before the 
Battle of Britain, was not a very 
good time to be bom especially 
if you lived, as we did, near an ' 
aerodrome on the edge of 
London. The first prayer I can 
remember was my mother’s 
‘Thank God’ when the bang 
meant that the flying bomb had 
dropped on someone else! 

There was a shortage of 
schools in London after the 
war. However, places were 
found for me and my brother 
at the Convent of Jesus and 
Mary in Willesden Green near 
our parents’ laundry. So for 
the next 13 years I was a con- 
vent girl, hatted, white gloved 
and very well behaved. 

I can’t remember once going 
to church as a small child. 
Perhaps the war played tricks 
with my memory because my 
parents were Anglo-Catholics 
who actually met at church in 
their native Lancashire. But 
every Sunday after my confir- 
mation at St Paul’s, Mill Hill, 
my mother and I walked up the 
hill for 8am Prayer Book 
Communion. 

The right side of God 

But in my heart I felt like an 
adopted Roman Catholic. I 
loved the daily ritual of filing 
into mass in our black veils. I 
even became the first non- 
Catholic head girl which meant 
that when we went to Rome I 
was presented to the pope and 
knelt down to kiss his ring! 

When I finally emerged from 
my very strict secondary con- 
vent, I was a rather shy young 
woman preoccupied with stay- 
ing the right side of God. It 
took me years years to discover 
what I really thought about 
Him or anything else for that 
matter 

The next 20 years are quite 



honesdy a bit of a blur as far as 
my relationship with God goes. 
We lived in Islington, then 
much less smart that it is today, 
and had three children under 
five. On the one occasion when 
I took them to St Mary’s, 
Islington, I was asked, not very 
kindly, to sit in a soundproof 
box at the back. I didn’t go 
back for a long time! At 
Christmas and Easter we often 
went to St Paul’s Cathedral. 
The only sermon I remember 
was Martin Luther King’s, just 
before his assassination. He 
began: ‘When Mrs King and I 
were walking down the road to 
Jericho’. 

I never read the Bible and 
rarely said my prayers except 
for the ‘Dear God if this plane 
lands safely I will be good’ vari- 
ety. But the funny thing is that I 



have always somehow known 
that God is utterly dependable. 
When I trace my journey from 
where I was then to where I am 
now, I can identify three mile- 
stones. The first came soon 
after our move to Oxford when 
a beloved friend died of cancen 
She was an agnostic and every 
Sunday as she lay dying, I took 
my bike to London, cycled 
from Paddington to Islington 
and spent the afternoon with 
her discussing whether God 
existed or not. We were on hol- 
iday in Yorkshire when I was 
woken in the night by a clear 
voice saying ‘Do you realise 
Laura has just died?’ In the 
morning when the phone went 
I said ‘Laura died in the night, 
that will be her husband’ and it 
was. I knew then that it was all 
true, that heaven existed. 



Another milestone was Billy 
Graham’s visit to Oxford. I was 
taken to the overflow meeting 
by a Christian neighbour. 
When it came to the altar call I 
thought ‘I believe in God so I 
don’t need to go up’ but when 
our friend looked crestfallen I 
went up for politeness sake. My 
mumbled commitment didn’t 
mean much but God gener- 
ously honoured it. 

My ‘Life begins at 40’ birth- 
day card was prophetic. I woke 
up on my 41st birthday to find 
that my husband and I were the 
co-owners of a tea-room, sweet 
shop and bed and breakfast in 
Woodstock. I was also expect- 
ing our fourth child after a ten 
year gap. I’m not very good at 
cake-making never mind 
knocking up 300 scones and, 
though the baby proved to be a 
wonderful gift, my pregnancy 
was a surprise to say the least! 

Jesus for breakfast 

Our teenage children became 
fed up at the lack of privacy. I 
was once feeding the baby 
when a party of some Japanese 
tourists burst in. When my hus- 
band became ill and spent 
many months in hospital and I 
was washing tablecloths at 
3am, I wondered how much 
worse life could get. 

One wet evening, the year 
before, we had escaped with 
our baby for a weekend in the 
Cotswolds. The hotel was full 
and we were directed to the 
home of a Mrs Davis and her 
husband. They couldn’t have 
been kinder but we were very 
amused when Mrs Davis kept 
talking about Jesus at break- 
fast. But when disaster struck I 
remembered that conversation 
and telephoned her and to my 
amazement she arrived with 
her Bible within the hour. Half 
an hour after that I had invited 
Jesus into my life and nothing 
was ever the same again. 

In those days no-one else in 
the family could understand 
what had happened to me. One 
of our daughters threw a Bible 



at me and to be honest I don’t 
blame her. I was floating 
around on cloud nine not 
always taking account of just 
how difficult life was for them. 

We sold the tea-room, avoid- 
ing bankruptcy by a hair’s 
breadth. An unexpected tax 
rebate arrived within hours of 
the deadline. I wrote ‘thank 
God’ on the paying in slip. I 
returned to journalism, writing 
advertising features for a local 
paper until one day I decided 
this was not what God wanted 
me to do and I resigned. 

It was about the most fool- 
hardy thing I have ever done. 
My husband was not fit 
enough for work and here we 
were with four children to sup- 
port and on the dole. ‘What I 
really want to do is edit a 
Christian newspaper’ I said one 
day. And then to my utter 
amazement I saw the advertise- 
ment for an editor for a new 
Diocese of Oxford newspaper. 

I set off for the interview hav- 
ing allowed an hour for the 12 
mile journey. To my horror on 
a lonely stretch of road I 
noticed the engine steaming. I 
rang Church House apologeti- 
cally from a garage and waited 
for a new fan belt before setting 
off again only to be stopped by 
an accident ahead. I finally 
arrived at Church House hot, 
dirty and one and a half hours 
late but just in time for what 
felt like the worst interview 
ever. I arrived home in tears 
and couldn’t believe it when 
the phone rang and I was 
offered the job. ‘We felt that 
someone who could get to the 
interview despite so may diffi- 
culties, wouldn’t let us down,’ 
I was told. 



Interviewed by herself! 
Photograph Oxford Mail 



Editing can be a lonely business 
and and the way God used that 
awful journey has been a won- 
derful encouragement to me at 



difficult times. I have discov- 
ered too that the Holy Spirit is 
the best editor of all. Sometimes 
He has given me what seems a 
crazy idea which has turned out 
to be perfecdy timed. 

One of the hardest things has 
been reconciling my personal 
faith with my duty to edit a 
newspaper for everyone. I am 
proudest of the issue on homo- 
sexuality. It attempted to 
explore the grey area in the 
middle where we all struggle to 
live out our Christian faith, 
while taking a firm Biblical 
stand within the editorial box. 

God is full of surprises 

I became a Christian because 
someone told me about Jesus 
and so I have tried to tell peo- 
ple about Him too. But I have 
learned that God can and does 
work in very unexpected ways. 
I was criticised for interview- 
ing John Mortimer; because 
he is an agnostic. But then a 
woman wrote to say that the 
article had enabled her to dis- 
cuss her doubts with her vicar. 

In the last 14 year I have been 
through some life changing 
experiences. Both my beloved 
parents have died and our chil- 
dren have grown up. In June 
we became grandparents for 
the first time. But through it all 
I have had a wonderful sense of 
God working his purposes out 
not just in my life but in the 
lives of all those I love. 

Our three older children have 
become Christians through 
Alpha courses and our 
youngest is hopefully on his 
way! My husband’s health has 
improved amazingly. I have had 
the best job in the world work- 
ing with some of the nicest peo- 
ple. The shy convent girl has 
learned that sometimes it is 
better to be loving than right. 

In fact God has been won- 
derfully gracious to us. As our 
younger daughter put it: ‘God 
has really strutted His stuff in 
our family!’ And I have to say 
He has. And I just want to give 
Him all the glory. 




Christ Church Cathedral 

OXFORD 



The annual service of evensong 
to commemorate 
Frideswide, 
patron saint of Oxford 
will be held at 

CHRIST CHURCH 

on 

Tuesday 21st October 2003 
at 6.00pm 

The Dean and Chapter warmly invite 
the public to attend the service, 
sung by the Cathedral Choir 



S3 Reliance Bank Limited 

Chritf law banking. 




Making your 
money work 
for you and 
for others 



Services include: 

• Current accounts 

• Savings accounts 

• Mortgages 

• Personal loans 



Faith House, 23-24 Lovat Lane, 
London EC3R 8EB 
Tel: 020 7398 5400 
Fax: 020 7398 5401 

www.reliancebankltd.com 

info@reliancebankltd.com 
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Celebrate St. Luke's Day by 
giving to our centre of healing. 



St. Luke's is an independent, acute surgical hospital 
providing free consultation and treatment for Anglican 

st. Luke, Patron Saint of clergy and their families, monks and nuns, ordinands, 

Physicians and Surgeons 

Church Army Officers, overseas clergy and missionaries. 

St. Luke's arranges 1,522 consultations with specialist physicians and surgeons and carries out 
650 operations each year. Over 220 leading consultants offer their time and services free of 
charge. Each patient costs St. Luke's £370 per day in hospital care, which is paid for entirely 
out of voluntary contributions. Please support our centre of healing this Easter, with a parish 
gift or fundraising event. Your donations, however small, are a life -line to our work. 



Please send your donation to: St. Luke's Hospital for the Clergy, 14 Fitzroy Square, London WIT 6AH 
(please make cheques payable to 'St. Luke's Hospital for the Clergy'). 

I/we enclose 



Name: 

□Please send me more information. Address:- 



St. Luke’s 

HOSPITAL FOR THE CLERGY 

Caring for those who care for others 



_ Postcode: _ 



Tel: 020 7388 4954 Fax: 020 7383 4812 
Email: stluke@stlukeshospital.org.uk 

www.stlukeshospital.org.uk 

Registered Charity No. 209236 ST.LD/TD 
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November 2003 

?ps of Abraham 



Christian Retreat. 
Conferences and 
Holiday Centre 



SHROPSHIRE 

Cosy cottages, fully equipped. 
Linen provided. Panoramic vieim. 
Do?* ujelcome. 

For brochure - Tel: 

01694 722869 



ALGARVE 



Tel: 02380 265683 



jB Woses, Joseph, Holy Family 
™ - Cairo. Desert Monasteries'^ 
Sinai and the Nile - 

5/4* Hotels, half board 
5* Cruise Ship Pyramisia, full board 

£1387 

More details from: 

Fr Graham Bamford 
Mary Schneider 

020 8393 5572 

Email: 

maryschneider2000@hotmail.com 

Operator: 

Maranatha Tours Ercol 



Advertising 






TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 



Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



BOURNEMOUTH 

West Cliff 

B&B in charming garden 
cottage. Nr sea. 
Peaceful, warm welcome. 

Non smoking. 

Sorry No Children or Pets. 
Parking available. 

Tel: 01202 762532 



Obrl De TbI/ensa 

JTCajorca 

Attractive, 2 bedroom, 
ground floor apartment. 
Private garden, quiet area. 
200m to sea / bus stops, 30 
min walk to main promenade. 
Available from end April. 

Tel: 01373 812245 






A HOLIDAY OF 
A LIFETIME TO 
NEW ZEALAND 

( and travel around the world) 

15 February - 17 March 2004 

Visit this beautiful scenic country on a 
personally escorted tour. 

This is our 7th annual holiday to New Zealand. 

Get to know the real New Zealand 

Brochures from: 

Spotlight Events, Kent House, Wood Street, Taunton TA1 1UW 
Tel: 01823 490604 Fax: 01823 490202 
E-mail: nz@spotlight-events.com 
www. spotlight-events, com 



CORNWALL 

Large Country House Hotel. 

Fine restaurant, resident pianists, leisure spa. 
Many bargain breaks. Central for Touring. 

Penventon Park Hotel 

Tel: Redruth 01209 203000 

Email: manager@penventon.com www.penventon.com 



To Rent 

MARBELLA/ALOHA 

Two bedroom, two bathroom 
apartment. Overlooking golf 
course. Communal gardens, large 
pool, tennis, squash, parking. Five 
minutes to Puerto/Banus beach. 
For more information: 

Tel/Fax: 01865 712431 

Email: annabellep@onetel.net.uk 



Hotel Viktoria 



SWITZERLAND 



... is surrounded by magnificent mountain grandure, the 
Eiger, Monch and Wetterhorn peaks facing you from every 
bedroom. HOTEL VIKTORIA is a Christian run hotel with a 
friendly and welcoming atmosphere. There are 90 
bedrooms all with private facilities and panoramic views. 
Cable cars and postal bus start from the hotel to take you 
up to the mountains or down to the valley and villages. 
HOTEL VIKTORIA is a holiday destination for your Winter 
(skiing, snowboarding, tobogganing) Spring or Summer 
(walking, touring, sailing) or Autumn holiday. 

HOTEL VIKTORIA is family run and situated between 
Interlaken and Lucerne. 



GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA 3 Diamonds. 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 

Brochure: Brian & Uz Pedlow 

Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

Email: info@apiilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
www.aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 

NON SMOKING 



Wells/ 

Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & holidays. 
Our cottages are comfortable, warm, 
cosy and loved. 

See: www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
E-mail: cjvbhhol@aol.com 

Tel. 01749 672 857 



SOMERSET 

HELWELL BAy 

Watchet 
Caravans & Chalets 
overlooking the sea. 
Half price for senior 
citizens. 

Early & late Season 

Tel: 01984 631781 



FLORIDA 

Orlando 

4 bed, 3 bath, air-conditioned, 
privately owned villa. Sleeps 
8 /10, own pool, minutes from 
Disney, Universal Studios. 

Full details / brochure 
Guy & Helen Hurrell 

Tel: 01 865 326776 



CYPRUS 

Paphos 

New 3 bedroom ground floor 
apartment, small private complex 
pool, fitted kitchen, barbecue, 
near shops, restaurants, beach, 
No smokers. For further details: 
Sheila & Crispin Bickle 

01980 611372 

Email: crispin@kirkee.fsnet.co.uk 



Watermouth Lodges is situated in 12 acres 
of woodland which 
overlooks 
Watermouth Cove. 

It is a small, 
friendly site with 
the self-catering 
accommodation 
scattered between 
the trees to give a 
nice private feel 
to the site. 

We have various types of 
accommodation, from small family units 
sleeping four, two bedroomed lodges sleeping 



mOURMTlL 

Central Promenade, Llandudno 

- Open all year round - 

Guaranteed Free Car Parking. 
All rooms en-suite. 

B&B & Evening meal - 
£39.50 per person per night 

Oetaili tel: 011,92 8/9660 



LYNTON 

Delightful Quauty Hotel 
AA 4 Diamonds. 
Spectacular sea views, 
en-suites, 4 posters. 
Licenced, non smoking. 

3 nights BBEM £99pp. 

Tel: 01598 752359 

www.alfordhouse.co.uk 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel: 01454 260619 

www.wolstenhomes.co.uk 



RIBBLE VALLEY 

- Clitheroe 

2 self-catering apartments 
in converted stable. 
Wonderful views. 
Sleeps 4 - 6 . ETC ★★★★ 
Wheelchair friendly 
Tel: 01200 445370 

pilko@highergills.co.uk 

www.highergills.co.uk 



six, to our large luxury lodges sleeping eight, 
one of which is suitable for wheelchairs, also 
having wheel-in shower and 
disabled hand rails in the 
bathroom. 

We allow dogs in some of our 
lodges, but not the luxury units. 
We have a bar and restaurant 
serving a comprehensive menu, 
and in high season have quiz 
evenings and karaoke nights 
We have outdoor and indoor 
swimming pools with a spa and 
sauna. The site also has a 
laundrette and shop selling basic provisions. 
We are situated close to the coast path which 
meanders around the coastline. 

Ilfracombe and Combe Martin are to be found 
less than two miles either side of us and just 
inland is Berrynarbor, the winner of the best 
kept village 2003, also placed for several 
years in the 'Britain in Bloom' finals. 



DORSET 

Jurassic Coast 

Harbour-side Apartment 
at West Bay. Sleeps 4. 

Beautiful views. 
Great walking country. 
Many beaches nearby. 
For brochure call: 

01308 424631 



Mid Cornwall 

Self-Catering 

Lodges/Caravans 

Beautiful rural woodland setting 

No Bar, No Disco, No Bingo 

Td: 01208 831395 

www. setf-catering-ruthem.co.uk 



DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast, 
2 miles Exmoor, sleep 2-6. 
Heated Indoor Pool. 
Games Barn. Peace and quiet 
in secluded 34 acres. 
Short breaks available. 

Tel: 01271 882376 

www.northcotemanorfarm.co.uk 



Devon Farm Cottage 

by Tamar opposite Calstock 

Sleeps 5/6. Big garden. 
Fabulous quiet situation. 
Train accessible. Carless 
walks. £140-£250 per week. 

0117-9245464 

www.enm. 



HOME SITTER 

Are you reluctant to leave your home empty, 
to put your pets into kennels? 

I offer peace of mind while you are away. 

I will stay in your home and look after your pets. 

For details, please contact Elizabeth Bridges 

01823 667455 



cross. 
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East Devon 

Comfortable Village Cottage. 

Delightful garden with views. 
Convenient for walking the 
‘Heritage Coastline’ and 
visiting NT properties/Eden. 
Steeps 4 . Available all year. 
No smokers or pets. 

Tel: 01926 854475 



PEMBROKESHIRE 

FIRSTONE HOLIDAY 
COTTAGES 

Self-catering, warm & comfortable. 
4 Star accommodation. Quiet, rural 
setting Nr Coastal Nat Park. Autumn 
Breaks & Festive Season Retreat. 

Tel: 01437 891789 

imijuj.holiddijaccomoddtioniudles.com 



Parkway Guesthouse 
Family run, select & 
budget accommodation. 
Very reasonable rates. 

Tel: 003531 874 0469 



Hotel Viktoria 



SWITZERLAND 

Located at Hasligerg-Reuti 
in the Swiss Bernese Oberland 
3500ft above sea level, with panoramic 
views of snow-capped mountains. 



HOTEL VIKTORIA is a Christian Hotel 
under new ownership 



Contact our Agent 

THORNLEIGH TRAVEL 

015395 32733 

for Hotel brochure and details of 
escorted holidays from the UK. 



Email: parkway@eircom.net 



KINGFORD HOUSE HOTEL 

Lynton 

♦♦♦♦ E.T.C. 

A warm and traditional welcome awaits you at our family run 
hotel, where you can enjoy excellent home cooked cuisine. 
Fabulously situated for touring Exmoor. Enjoy a Short or long 
term stay. Rooms available for permanent retired residents 
Telephone Tricia Morgan for Brochure and Tariff. 

01598 752361 



WATERMOUTH LODGES 

in magnificent North Devon 
Watermouth Lodges is situated in 1 2 acres 
of woodland overbaking Watermouth Cove 

• Quality Log Cabin Accommodation 

• Licensed Family Bar & Restaurant 

• Comprehensive Menu * Patio & BBQ area 

• Indoor & Outdoor Heated Pools • Sauna & Spa Pools 

• Children’s Playground * Soft Play Room 

• Indoor Games Room • Site Shop 

For further information or to discuss a booking, please call 
Carol or Alf on: 01271 865 361 Fax: 01271 879 520 
Email: info@watermouth.co.uk www.watermouth.co.uk 



LES 

COTIIS 



For more details contact: Paul Chambers 
Les Cotils, St Peter Port, Guernsey, Channel Islands GUI 1UU. 
Tel: 01481 121193 Fax: 01481 101062 
e-mail: lescotils@aol.com website: www.lescotils.com 



* Ecumenical 
Programme of 
Retreats and 
Workshops 
► Perfect venue for 
Restoration and 
Re-discovery 



► Comfortable rooms with 
ensuite facilities, catering 
for groups, families and 
individuals 

* Idyllic location offering 
panoramic views of 
neighbouring islands 
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Mission 




THERE are ideas bub- 
bling up about setting up 
internet links with other 
parts of the World 
Church to pray and do 
Bible study together . . . 
linking with Anglicans in 
Korea who are praying 




and campaigning for 
peace . . would also be 
good to have some 
Africa links . . . and see if 
Vaxjo might want to be 
involved. 

My own church may be 
looking to do an all 
night/24 hour prayer 
challenge as a pre- 
Confirmation retreat. If 
we go ahead we would 
like to find World Church 
partners to pray with us. 

. . at least one other 
church is interested . . . 
we could get a network 
of churches, especially 
youth praying together 
with internet links. 

Contact Margot Hodson, on 
01235 766484 or email her 
margot@hodsons.org 



yourkingdomcome 



WEB WATCHING 

yourkingdomcome has its 
own web pages on the Oxford 
Diocesan web site at 
www.oxford.anglican.org 
/yourkingdomcome 
Ideas and resources are build- 
ing up. Visit it to glean ideas 
and resources for personal and 
group prayer for all ages. Post 
news of your plans on the mes- 
sage board for all of us to share. 

Sharing Ideas 

Barbara Doubtfire at 
Diocesan Church House 
01865 208277 or 
pdaoxf@oxford.anglican.org 
is co-ordinating ideas and 
information. If after reading 
this feature you can sa^J/We 
have a good ide^cpfare 
‘We could do that¥ 

PLEASE BE IN TOUCH. 



Children’s prayer pack 

FOR those who work with 
children, or indeed for those 
of us who are young at 
heart, a special six-part 
prayer pack, exploring six 
sections of the Lord's 
prayer, is in preparation. 
Jenny Hyson, working in 
collaboration with the Bible 
Reading Fellowship, writes, 
'Using different images for 
each section the prayer will 
gradually build up giving 
opportunity for crafts, sto- 
ries and wondering ques- 
tions.' Designed to be used 
with children of four to 11 
years it will be available 
from early October and will 
be promoted at the 
Archdeaconry events on 1 
November. 



Sharing Life searching for God being found by God 

connectedness questing and questioning pilgrimage and discovery 
doing justice to spirituality unceasing prayer the still point 

Centred on God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 



yourkingdomcome 

yourkingdomcome is the thejme of the diocesan autumn prayer mission initiated by 
Bishop Richard. This is in response to a request from many parishes and deaneries 
that the bishops lead a time of deepening prayer as we continue to respond to 
Sharing Life. They also suggested that towards Advent would be a good time to have 
it. A key date for diaries is 1st November, All Saints day, when the mission will be 
launched. This will be a day of encouragement, intended to act as a spur and a 
resource for our prayer life. 



To ponder and pray . . . 

Material from Jim Cotter's Cairns for a Journey which appear as the final 
section in his Prayer at Night, a contemporary resource based on the 
ancient office of Compline. Available from Cairns Publications. 



IN your inscape, as well as 
in jhe landscape of the 




ARE you healthy and 
afraid of your mortality? 



|th[^ 

has priority over 1 
of the dominant . . . 

(World Council of Churches) 




ARE you busily involved 
and afraid of being use- 
less? 



WE must not refuse to 
become aware of all 
That we find distressing or 
painful or 

Fearful within; if we do, 
we shall merely 
Project onto others our 
own inner darkness . . . 
ARE you white and afraid 
of your blackness? 

ARE you male and afraid 
of the feminine within? 
ARE you heterosexual and 
afraid of your homosexual 
feelings? 

ARE you rich and afraid 
of your poverty? 

ARE you young and afraid 
of being old? 



NOTHING is to be expelled 
as foreign. . . 

ALL is to be befriended 
and transformed . . . 

BE patient toward all that is 
unsolved in your heart . . . 
TRY to love the questions 
themselves . . . 

DO not now seek the 
answers, which cannot be 
given because you would 
not be able to live them . . . 

LIVE the questions now. 
Perhaps you will 
Then gradually, without 
noticing it, live 
Along some distant day 
into the answers . . . 

(Rainer Maria Rilke - adapted) 



All Saints’ Day events 

Each Archdeaconry is working 
out its distinctive approach 

The Buckingham Archdeaconry 

is mounting several local and 
deanery events. Bishop-elect 
Alan will be - thus far! - in 
the Wendover and Newport 
deaneries. 

^C0ntact your Area Dean or 
et^aflj\ndrew Gear 
pdlbuc ks@oxf o rd . ang I i can . o rg 
The Berkshire Archdeaconry 

day will run from 9.45am - 
4.0pm at St George's Church, 
Wash Common with a keynote 
speaker, workshops and 
resources. No booking is neces- 
sary simply turn up! 

Further information from Judi 
Hatterway email: 
pdaberks@oxford.anglican.org 
The Oxford Archdeaconry 
day will run from 9.45am - 
4.0pm at the Marlborough 
School, Woodstock. Bishop 
Colin will lead the day with 
keynote speaker Alison White, 
member of Springboard team, 
workshops, resources, creche. 
No booking necessary - simply 
turn up! 

Further information from 
Barbara Doubtfire email to: 
pdaoxf@oxford.anglican.org 
Please make a note of the date 
1 November NOW! 



Oxfordshire artist 
chosen for 2003/4 
year book cover 




THE Servant King, a paint- 
ing by the distinguished 
Oxfordshire artist, Nicholas 
Mynheer, has been chosen 
for the cover of the next 
Diocesan Year Book. His 
name was suggested by 
Mary Saunders, an officer 
at Diocesan Church House, 
who wins the competition 
for the best suggestion for a 
cover picture. 

The 2003/4 edition of the 
Year Book is more compre- 
hensive than ever. There will 
be more information about 
individual churches including 
addresses and details about 
facilities such as toilets. 
Details of the Deaf Churches 
are also included for the 
first time. There is also an 
overall redesign and a new 
September publication date 
so the information stays cur- 
rent for longer. v 

The Oxford Diocesan Year 
Book costs £10 plus £2.50 
postage and packing. There 
is a secure credit/debit care 
online ordering service at 
www.oxford.anglican.org 
Alternatively ring Diocesan 
Church House for a booking 
form on 01865 208208. 





■■ 



Sunday, October 5th is 
Animal Welfare Sunday 



C ontact us by email A ngSoeWelAni ma ol.com, 
phone 01252 843093 or post at 
P. O.Box 7193, Hook, Hampshire RG27 801 



" When I first spoke out about the 
suffering we inflict on animals, / was 
amazed by the overwhelming response 
and left in no doubt that many Christians 
long for the Church to demonstrate its 
concern about this issue ■ " The Rt Rev 
Richard Llewellin, Bishop at Lambeth, 
Vice-President ASWA 



The author is himself a parson, who recently 
celebrated his Diamond Jubilee as a Priest. 

He writes of his fellow priests through many 
centuries. They include the saintly and the famous, 
many so holy that shrines were built for them to 
which pilgrims flocked. Others were less saintly, full of 
human foibles much like ourselves. And some were 
frankly infamous. The book treats of notable clerics 
who were great Diarists whose Journals do much to 
illuminate the 18th century. The same century also 
saw murder of a country vicar at the hands of his 
farmer parishioners. By contrast, other country 
parsons ministered unseen in their rural parishes - 
like George Herbert. The author revels in the extent to 
which poets have commented on the state of religion 
in their days, from the writings of Chaucer and the 
concerned poetical comments on the upheavals of the 
Civil War. 

One chapter, aptly called "Warts and All", gathers 
together clerics who oil fell from grace, f ven more 
startling are the individuals described in the chapter 
called "Stranger than fiction". 

John Houghton's own ministry began as Curate in 
Wolverton in 1938 . Tn 1942 he went on to 30 years 
service as a miss tone y in Zambia, where he was 
Archdeacon. He returned to England in 1974 and 
settled in Bletchley where he still lives. 

ALL THE ROYALTIES ON HIS BOOK WILL GO TO THE 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST. 



Our Work is 



Caring.. 



Please celebrate it with the aid of oar 
Free Information Pack 
(Complete service booklet sermon 
suggestions, background facts) 



Thank you. 

The Church of England 

Pensions Board (od) 

FREEPOST Lon 898, London SWiP 3YS 

Registered Charity No. 236627 



Running residential and nursing 
homes throughout the country 

THE CHURCH 



OF ENGLAND 



PENSIONS BOARD 



offers security and peace of 
mind to all those retired from 
the stipendiary ministry, 
including Clergy Widows and licensed lay workers. 

Many of our pensioners may need help to pay for their 
care. Your donation or legacy will help us to continue 
this much needed work for those who have cared for 
others in the name of Christ. 



Please help us in any way you can. 



PARSONS THROUGH THE AGES 

A Collection of country clerics, 
good, bad, and so so 

By John Houghton 
Published by, and available from 

HATFIELD BOOKS 

18 Cornelia Close, Bletchley, Milton Keynes MK2 3LX 
ISBN 0-954 2664 0-4 £8.50 
Individual copies by post £ 9.50 inc. p&p. 
Cheques payable to Hatfield Books 
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Help for our blind spots 



THE way that 
indigenous people 
have been treated 
in recent centuries 
is quite appalling. 

For example, as a 
result of the 
Spanish conquest 
of Central and 
South America 
literally millions of Indians 
died through the brutality 
and diseases of their con- 
querors. At the same time, 
there were some heroic 
Christians trying to bring the 
Christian faith to these 
Indians, whilst keeping them 
apart from the appalling 
example set by the Spanish. 
This clash is told in a won- 
derfully dramatic way in the 
film The Mission with 
Jeremy Irons and Robert de 
Niro. 

Even the most dedicated 
Christians, however, had 
some blind spots. It was 
decades before they encour- 
aged local people to train for 
ordination. Another exam- 
ple I came across the other 
day was the great difference 
in recognising sanctity. Rose 
of Lima was made a saint in 
the 1 6th century. But an 
equally admired Mulatto, 
that is a person of mixed 
Spanish and black parent- 
age, had to wait centuries 
for similar recognition. 

Martin Porres was clearly a 
wonderful, lovely, truly dedi- 
cated Christian but his holi- 
ness was only finally recog- 



nised a few 
years ago. 

One story told 
about Martin 
Porres is that 
such was his 
sanctity a mouse 
and cat would 
both eat from 
the same bowl 
at his feet whilst a dove 
looked down on them and a 
dog looked up adoringly at 
the scene. This picture was 
made into one of the holy 
cards widely on sale a few 
years ago. Yet the saint in 
this picture looks thoroughly 
Spanish. There seems little 
recognition that his father 
was of African parentage. 

We can look back on past 
generations and see how 
blind they were in certain 
ways. I wonder what future 
generations will say about 
us. What blind spots will 
they point to? 

Sunday, 14 September is 
Racial Justice Sunday when 
we give thanks for the won- 
derful and rich variety of 
God’s people and also seek 
the searching of the Holy 
Spirit for our blind spots. 
Churches that Sunday will 
take up that theme and if 
you can get to the 
Diocesan service at the 
Church of the Holy Family, 
Blackbird Leys at 15.00 on 
that Sunday that would be 
very good. 

QlOO^ 




FROM THE 
BISHOP OF 
OXFORD 



September Appointments 

The Revd Michael Bisset, curate, St. Giles, Ickenham, Diocese of London, to be Priest- 
in-charge, Penn & Tylers Green; the Revd Vivien Brooks, Priest-in-charge, The Good 
Shepherd, Cox Green, Maidenhead and Diocesan Ecumenical Officer for Berkshire, to 
be Priest- in-charge, Earls Cone, White Colne & Colne Engaine, Diocese of Chelmsford; 
the Revd Keith Eyeons, Curate, Iffley, to be Chaplain, Downing College, Cambridge; the 
Revd Patrician Freeth, Team Vicar, Buxton Team Ministry, Diocese of Derby, to be 
Vicar, Shire's Edge Benefice; Captain Chris Gaynor has been licensed as Church Army 
Evangelist, St Francis, Banbury; the Revd Joe Kennedy, Curate, Stratfield Mortimer 
& Mortimer West End w. Padworth, to be Curate, Abingdon St Michael & St. Nicolas; 
the Revd Margaret Kingdon OLM Asst. Curate, St. Sebastian's, Wokingham, is to 
resign; the Revd. Dr. Sandra Millar, Curate, Chipping Barnet w. Arkley Team Ministry, 
Diocese of St Albans, to be Team Vicar, Berinsfield & Drayton St Leonard; the Revd 
Sheila Nunn, Priest- in-charge, Finchamstead, died on 7 July 2003; the Revd Barry 
Olsen, Vicar of Botleys & Lyne and Longcross, Diocese of Guildford, to have House for 
Duty, Rotherfield Peppard and Kidmore End & Sonning Common; the Revd David 
Peters, asst. Curate, St James, Paddington, Diocese of London, to be Vicar, Holy Trinity, 
Reading; the Revd Paul Roberts, Team Vicar, Southlake St James; to be a Rector in 
the Diocese of Southwark; the Revd John Shepherd, formerly with SAMS, to be Team 
Vicar, Emmanuel Church, Great Chesham; the Revd Nicholas Stuart-Lee, Vicar, St 
Jude & The Wells Community Church, Nottingham to be Team Rector, Thame Valley 
Team Ministry; the Revd. Roy Turner, Curate, Bladon w. Woodstock, to be Team Vicar, 
Carterton and Brize Norton; the Revd James Watson, Vicar, St. Ann's, 
Woodplumpton, Diocese of Blackburn, to be Team Rector, Wheatley Team Ministry. 



How pact shares life with 
parents and children 

Jo Saunders, a PACT Trustee, and former Social Responsibility Officet; writes about one of the Diocese's best kept secrets 




(Top) Mums, dads and babies relax at a PACT drop-in centre and (bottom) a 
group of PACT staff outside their headquarters in Reading 



PACT is one of the best kept 
secrets in the Oxford Diocese. 
Parents and Children 
Together has a long history 
(from 1865) of caring for fam- 
ilies in the Diocese, and has 
changed its name from the 
Council for Moral Aid, to The 
Oxford Diocesan Council for 
Social Work, first minuted in 
1911. This is still the legal 
name but PACT has been 
adopted in recent years as a 
working tide which describes 
what PACT does. 

Christian ethos 

The main aim of PACT is to 
increase life chances to chil- 
dren. With its Christian ethos 
in mind, all the work of the 
society is geared to helping 
families to develop and grow 
as the basic unit for children 
to flourish in a protective, safe 
and loving environment. 

Support for families 

PACT has three main roles. Its 
support for families is a ser- 
vant role in helping couples 
and single applicants through 
the adoption process. PACT 
facilitates adoptions, not only 
within this country, but inter- 
country adoptions. This is 
skilled work carried our by 
professional staff working 
with Local Authorities and 
other agencies to give children 
the best care possible and the 
opportunity of a stable family 
life. This upholds Christ’s 
teaching ‘Let the children 
come to me . . . for it is to 
such as these that the king- 
dom of God belongs.’ 

Mission in the community 

Another of PACT’S roles is mis- 
sion through its outreach 
work to families. It also has a 
prophetic role in making those 
inside church circles and in the 
community aware of the 
needs of families, especially 
those under stress. PACT 
offers drop-in facilities in a 
number of locations across the 
Oxford Diocese. Here isolated 
parents can find friendship, 
health advice and some basic 
training in for example com- 
puter skill or child-care. 



Resettlement advice 

PACT also works with other 
agencies, and with churches, 
to provide resettlement advice 
and care to families moving 
from bed and breakfast 
accommodation in to a new 
home. A hostel is run in 
Bracknell for young mothers 
and their babies. This work 
shows those who have suf- 
fered from broken lives that 
there is love and care (some- 
times ‘tough’ love) and some- 
one who wants them to have 
life in all its abundance. 

This work of ‘bringing the 
Good News to the afflicted’ is 
faith in action. Mission on the 
front line and in the messiness 
of life is not without many 
challenges, but PACT tries to 
address these positively. 

The role of volunteers 

Service to parents and chil- 
dren is a crucial element. 
Much of this is done by vol- 



unteers, from the Trustees, to 
those who serve on the 
Adoption Panel or who are 
foster parents to children 
awaiting adoption, to those 
who work in the drop-in cen- 
tres, or with homeless families. 
Two specific schemes operated 
by PACT are the Appropriate 
Adult Volunteer Scheme 
whereby adults attend Police 
Custody interviews when par- 
ents are not available, and the 
Independent Visitor Scheme 
offering support to children in 
care. PACT Education pro- 
vides professional training to 
the care sector, working with 
other agencies. In every case 
volunteers work alongside the 
professionally trained social 
and community workers who 
staff PACT. Together they pro- 
vide a pastoral role to parents 
and their children, aware that 
‘as much as you do it for one 
of these little ones, you do it 
for me.’ 



Despite this work, there are 
many people in the Oxford 
Diocese who have not heard 
of PACT. The headquarters is 
in Reading, but work is done 
in all three counties. PACT is 
here to offer greater life 
chances to children for chil- 
dren, working in partnership 
with parents, churches and 
secular agencies. There may 
not be a project near you, but 
PACT is ready to be a 
resource across the Diocese. 

* m ■ ■ - ^ 

wore inrormation ■ 

If you are interested in the 
work of PACT, or feel that 
there is a specific need for 
parents and children in your 
area, please get in touch with 
Yvette Gayford or Nova 
Owen at PACT, 7 Southern 
Court, South Street, Reading 
RGl 4QS (telephone: 0118 
938 7600) or consult 
www.pactcharity.org 



Visit the ‘REAL’ New Zealand 



Do you want to be whisked around New 
Zealand seeing all the usual sights and 
staying in standard international 
hotels? Then don’t read on. 

But if you want to join a Somerset organised trip 
to see the real New Zealand you maybe 
interested in reading further. 

During your stay you will have the chance of 
meeting Kiwis, panning for gold, visiting the 
country’s only active volcano, seeing Albatross 
fly, coming eye to eye with penguins, taking a jet 
boat into the remote bush for a buffet, seeing 
much of where Lord of the Rings was filmed and 
walking on a glacier. This adventurous itinerary 
is now an annual event. You will take tea at 
Raffles Hotel in Singapore and spend a night on 
board the wonderful old liner the Queen Mary, 
permanently moored in Long Beach, California. 
The trip covers both North and South Islands, 
from Dunedin in the south to Pahia and the Bay 
of Islands in the North. The group travels by 
coach and has used the same company for all of 



its seven previous tours, and stays in a variety 
of accommodation ranging from first class 
hotels, motels, and overnight stays on farms 
and private houses. The trip is one of several 
organised by Spotlight Events. 

Not every minute of your holiday is organised 
and there are opportunities to leave the tour to 
visit friends or relatives, there are free days to 
explore and experience the city as individuals. 

If you are travelling on your own don’t let that 
be a barrier in fact 50% of last years tour was 
made up of people travelling on their own, 
neither is age a problem, people well into their 
eighties have enjoyed this holiday. 

Two or three events are held prior to departure 
to meet fellow travellers and to answer any 
questions. A brochure is now available, with 
details of what happens each day. Fbr your copy 
please contact: Spotlight Events, Kent House, 
Wood Street, Taunton, TA1 1UW or telephone: 
01823 490604 
Or visit the website at: 
www.spotlight-events.com 



WORKSHOP 

(fyu&ticiK Studies 

Dynamic Christian learning for busy Christians 

One weekend a month from Sept-July 
Strategic centres nationwide 
Biblical study 
Spiritual development 
Challenging questions 
Vocational and applied 
National accreditation by the QCA 

Send for a 24 page free full colour 
prospectus 
Tel: 0114 2888816 
e-mail: office@anvil.org.uk 
www.workshop.org.uk 




WORKSHOP - Applied Christian Studies 



Workshop's main aim is to 
celebrate truth; the learning and 
discovery of this truth, we believe 
should be a joy. Learners and 
teachers work to discover God 
amid certainty, mystery and 
paradox. We are sensitive to 
differences between various 
traditions of the church, and aim 
to increase understanding about 
the reasons behind sincerely-held 
opposing views. Participants learn 
how to think rather than what to 
think. 

Workshop is an in-service 
vocational Christian training 
programme for people with busy 
lives, whose work, family and 
church responsibilities make 
full-time study impossible and 
want something more than 
distance learning. 

Workshop enables people to get 
to grips with the exciting 
challenge of the Christian faith, in 
both understanding and practice. 
These people may be mature 
Christians or new to the faith, they 
may have doubts, or may simply 
be enquiring. It is important to us 
to create a safe environment 
where open and honest dialogue 
can take place. 

Workshop provides a complete 
survey of the people of God from 
creation to the present day. 



Examines the varieties of biblical 
literature and the skills to interpret 
them. Spirituality end practical 
service are emphasised. Living 
hope and the basics of our faith 
are explored. Church life, mission 
and communication are studied, 
along with the exciting challenges 
of ethics and apologetics. It is 
simply the most complete and 
integrated learning experience of 
its kind within such an accessible 
time framework. One student said, 
“One of the most fulfilling courses 
I ever attended. - 
Workshop runs one weekend a 
month, for eleven months [Sept - 
July], from six strategically placed 
national centres. K is carefully 
structured in a relaxed 
atmosphere. It is non-residential 
but accommodation can be 
arranged. Open to aN, no entry 
requirements, integral to the 
course is producing a portfolio to 
gain the 'ABC: Certificate in 
Applied Christian Studies', which 
is accredited by the Qualifications 
& Curriculum Authority (QCA) 
through the Awarding Body 
Consortium (ABC). 

104 Townend Lane, Deepcar, 

Sheffield S36 2TS 

Tel. 01142888816 E-maifc 

office@anvil.org.uk 

Website: www.workshop.org.uk 
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Better safe than sorry 



More thoughts on Jeffery John: Biblical authority, personal experience, a gay 
time, Dalai Lama? • Section 28 • Christianising the world • thanks from Bishop 



THE Governor 
General of 
Australia recently 
resigned because 
of his handling of 
a child protection 
issue when he 
was Archbishop 
of Brisbane. The 
week before, the 
Roman Catholic 
Church in New 
Hampshire set- 
ded a claim by 
survivors who 
had been abused 
by those in the church for 
four million pounds. But 
more important than loss of 
office or money is the pain 
and damage that was caused 
to children by adults whom 
they should have been able to 
trust. We cannot guarantee 
that such things will not hap- 
pen - they will - but we 
should do what we can to 
minimise their likelihood. 

In the Church of England 
the House of Bishops has 
issued a policy document on 
child protection, and in this 
Diocese we have an excellent 
set of procedures in the three 
parts of Better Safe than 
Sorry. Other dioceses and 
other churches have adopted 
similar policies. Their aim is 
to ensure that we know how 
to respond to child protection 
issues, and to adopt the same 
safeguards as does the statu- 
tory sector for children's 
work, by adopting policies, 
training staff and volunteers, 
and also checking criminal 
records. 

Thinking specifically 

However policies and proce- 
dures can only do so much. 
They cannot cover every situ- 
ation, and they cannot 
replace the need to think 
through issues as they arise. It 
is easy to be complacent and 
to think that child protection 
is important but for some- 
where else, for deprived inner 
city areas rather than for 



rural areas, smart 
towns and the 
city of dreaming 
spires. Experience 
teaches that this is 
not so, and 
indeed there is a 
steady flow of 
specific issues and 
situations which 
require action. 

Nor does the 
world stay still. 
The House of 
Bishops is already 
preparing an 
extensive revision of its policy 
document, and we shall need 
to consider its implications 
when it is issued. The govern- 
ment has also been active. We 
now have a Minister for 
Children, though the appoint- 
ment immediately became 
controversial because of the 
minister’s record in dealing 
with child abuse previously. A 
Green Paper is promised for 
the autumn and we can 
expect a stream of initiatives. 
The government is still con- 
sidering the recommendations 
of the report into the death of 
Victoria Climbie. 

How we let Victoria down 

It is worth knowing that 
Victoria was seen at three 
churches during her short 
time in this country. Her 
injuries were noticed but two 
pastors thought those injuries 
were due to possession by an 
evil spirit. By the time one of 
them got her to hospital it 
was too late. The report 
pointed out that the ‘eyes and 
ears’ of the community are 
not sufficiently used in identi- 
fying needy children. We do 
not have mandatary reporting 
of possible abuse or neglect as 
happens in some countries, but 
we all have a duty, both to put 
in safeguards and to take 
action where it may be needed. 

Stephen Barber is the Child Protection 
Co-ordinator for the Oxford Diocese. He 
is a former Director of Social Services. 



Biblical authority 

THE Church gets its authori- 
ty from the Bible. If it does 
things contrary to the Bible 
then it has no authority. 

If the Bible is no longer cen- 
tral to the doctrine of the 
Anglican Church then it has 
become a sect that merely 
worships a Jewish man who 
died 1973 years ago. 

It this the intention of the 
left wing atheistic intellectu- 
al elite that dominate the 
upper echelons of the 
Anglican Church? 

Philip Moran 
Windsor 



Personal experience 

I would like to add a few 
personal experiences to the 
debate on Dr John's 
appointment. When I was 
in my thirties and still single 
I became aware of a whis- 
pering campaign saying I 
was homosexual. This was 
very hurtful in two ways, a) 
Because it was untrue, b) 
Because I was a youth worker. 

The parish in which I was 
working had a Church with 
a strongly evangelical out- 
look and some of the people 
making comments were 
members of that Church. 
Can people like these please 
think twice before they cause 
hurt to other people (includ- 
ing homosexuals). 

David Rafferty 
Amersham 



A gay time? 

I enjoy reading The DOOR, a 
good mix of articles and opin- 
ions. I was surprised and 
annoyed to read in the July 
issue (in the article ‘Church in 
Crisis?’), that Canon Jeffrey 
John ‘will be the first openly 
gay bishop in the Church of 
England’. 

I am not interested in a per- 
son’s sexual orientation in the 
Church or outside it. Is no one 
capable of saying or writing 
the correct words describing 
their sexuality? 



In my youth - a long time ago 
- ‘gay’ implied a happy time 
or place in attractive clothes 
enjoying oneself. It may be a 
word derived from other 
sources long ago, now used to 
imply a homosexual, but I am 
sorry that the English lan- 
guage is being ‘misused’ by 
some people. 

Eileen R Carpenter 
Witney 



The Dalai Lama? 

AFTER the regrettable con- 
duct by a vociferous minority 
that forced Canon John to 
decline from becoming 
Bishop of Reading, it would 
be wonderful if the appointee 
to the See of Reading could 
be a glowing example of 
Christian love, gentleness, 
compassion and healing and, 
as such, a powerful witness 
against bigotry. May I there- 
fore suggest extending an invi- 
tation to His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama to fill this vacancy? 

John Grange 
Denham 



Section 28 Debate 

IN the process of arguing 
‘yes’ for the repeal of section 
28, Alison Webster employs 
literary terrorism that is 
itself the cause of much of 
the present antagonism and 
acrimony that pervades this 
debate. Misuse of language 
and the inability to construct 
a clear and precise argument 
is a serious threat to the 
compilation of good and 
exact law or doctrine. 

Section 28 is wrongly tout- 
ed by Alison as blocking 
teachers from supporting 
pupils who are ‘targets of 
vicious bullying for being, or 
perceived to be gay’. Firstly, 
to simply state that this is 
the case does not make it 
true - therefore to state this 
in a newspaper column is 
irresponsible and has no 
place in an informed debate. 
Secondly, quoting at length 
the distressing experience of 



victims of this bullying is 
simply misdirected emotive 
persuasion. Bullying does 
not exist because of this law 
- it exists because of sin, and 
parents are the critical indi- 
viduals in tackling their 
child's actions and words, as 
well as their own. Thirdly, 
teachers can support any 
pupil who is a victim of bul- 
lying in a school, and are not 
prevented from doing so by 
Section 28. 

I do wish to join with 
Alison in debating this issue, 
on the grounds of clarity and 
accuracy, not on the grounds 
of sensation and misdirection. 
Mike Causey 
Abingdon 



My homosexual friends 

IN his letter about the repeal 
of Clause 28 Mr Ray 
Crossman fears that it would 
encourage an ‘ungodly and 
unnatural and perverse way 
of life’. I have to say that I 
do not recognise any of these 
adjectives as applicable to 
my homosexual friends. 

During the 20 years when I 
was the Diocesan Director of 
Ordinands, some six hun- 
dred men were sponsored 
for selection conferences, 
and I came to know that sev- 
eral of them were of a homo- 
sexual inclination. They now 
serve as priests with great 
distinction. 

Canon Wilfrid Browning 
Oxford 



Put Christ’s gospel first 

IT amazes me to find that in 
2003 there are Christians 
who still rake through the 
long-cold embers of the 
Victorian debate about 
Genesis and the age of the 
earth. For we live in a world 
in which Christian belief is 
being increasingly marginal- 
ized and ridiculed, and what 
we as Christians should do is 
engage with and Christianise 
that world, not retreat from 



Bishop Mike says 
thank you . . . 

I must put pen to paper 
and say a big ‘thank you’ 
to all the people who made 
my send-off ceremony on 
the 8 June so very special. 
It was amazing to see St 
Mary’s, Aylesbury, so 
tightly packed with well- 
wishers. I also greatly 
enjoyed the reception, and 
very much appreciated the 
speech by Bishop Richard, 
although I had difficulty 
recognising the person 
about whom he said so 
many wonderful things! It 
just remains for me to say 
many thanks for the lovely 
gifts with which I was pre- 
sented, and for the notes 
and comments of support 
I have received. 

Leaving the Diocese of 
Oxford after 23 years was 
a time of mixed emotions 
for me, but I left with a 
strong sense of thankful- 
ness for all the joy I expe- 
rienced in my ministry 
there. The friendship, sup- 
port and encouragement I 
have received over the 
years has truly been a 
privilege. 

+ Mike 

Diocese of Bristol 



it. We need to make people 
realise that our spiritual 
understanding of God’s cre- 
ation develops over time and 
was not freeze-dried in 4004 
BC. Taking Christ’s gospel to 
our fellow men and women 
is incomparably more 
important than pretending 
that the Book of Genesis is a 
scientific text book. 

Allan Chapman 
Oxford 



More letters on the subject 
of evolution will be pub- 
lished in the October 
DOOR, space permitting. 
As always it is a great help 
if all letters can be kept as 
brief as possible 




Stephen 
Barber writes 



The Oxfordshire Youth Mentoring Scheme 

YOU'RE IN DEMAND! 

We have a shortage of mentors across Oxfordshire 
especially from the Black and Asian communities. 

Could you spare some freetime to make a 
difference to a young persons life? 

Could you help to guide, advise and 
support a person? 

We need people like you - to make a difference to 
difficult to reach young people in Oxfordshire! 
We will train you through an Open College Network 
course, and equip you ready for the challenge. 

We’ll support you throughout. 

Mentoring has a major role to play with young 
people struggling to become accepted members 
of their community. 

For more information call 01865 848181 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by experienced and 
qualified practitioner. Spiritual direction also offered. 
Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



OLD RAILWAY 
TICKETS 

(Particularly Pre 1 950 
and especially platform) 
wanted for private 
collection. 

1U: 01221 130344 



Books Wanted 

Good prices paid for Theological 
and other Libraries (not paperbacks). 
- John Thornton will visit- 

Contact: Mr John Thornton, 455 Fulham Road, 
London SW10 9UZ. 

Tel: 020 7352 8810 



CONNECT UNO 

Are you a single, 
widowed or unattached 
Christian seeking 
friends, companion or 
future partner? 
Connect Two can help. 

Tel: 01604643663 

E-mail: 

Hecltwo20li@liitnail.Giii 



RAILWAY RELICS 

muemms 

Enamel Station Names (£250 min) 
Posters, Tickets, carriage prints, 
Locomotive plates 

HIGHEST PRICES PAID 

TEL: 01788 521491 


Accommodation - Partis College, Bath 

Registered Charity No. 200606 
Grade 1 listed Georgian Almshouse available for 
Anglican lady over 50 years old and no longer working. 

For further details and application form contact: 

The Bursar, Violet Wills Wing Partis College, 
Newbridge Hill, Bath BA1 3QD 

Telephone: 01225 421532 


FIRST DAY COVERS and 
PRESENTATION PACKS 

Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK42 OYA 

(012341 325531 


ORGANIST 

Committed Christian and MA, FRCO 
is available to deputise in Oxfordshire, 
at short notice, including weddings and 
funerals. Wide experience : reasonable fee 

Tel: Woodstock (01993) 813933 



Pilgrimage Weeli 

19 th - 26 th April 2004 

Includes 3 nights on IONA and 4 nights 

at The Cathedral of The Isles Millport 

(Britain's smallest Cathedral). 

For further information contact: 

The Warden, The College, Millport, 
Isle- of Cumbrae KA28 0HE. 

Telephone: 01475 530353 

Fax: 01475 530204 

Email: tccumbrae@argyll.anglican.org 



TO BE A PILGRIM 

John Bunyan's famous hymn "Who would 
true valour see " captures the sense of what 
pilgrimage is about. 

There is the outer journey, perhaps to a holy 
place or place of healing; there is also the 
inner journey which the pilgrim makes, with 
God and to God. Our experience of leading 
groups on pilgrimage to Winchester, Iona 
and Lindisfarne has made us realise how 
special these times of pilgrimage can be, 
forging a community of love where we are 
able to listen to God and to one another, 
and be renewed in our journey of faith. In 
April 2004 we invite you to join us on a 
pilgrimage to two Islands - tona, which is 



well-known for its associates with St. 
Columba; Cumbrae, which is less famous 
but which has its own special beauty, 
although only an hour from Glasgow. Would 
you like to join us, "come wind, come 
weather?!" Having said that, the week is not 
a pilgrimage in the "physical" sense, 
although there will be opportunities for 
physical as well as spiritual recreation. The 
programme for the week will be arranged in 
such a way as to be inclusive for everyone 
(whatever their degree of fitness!) and 
suitable both for regular retreatants and 
those who have not been on retreat before. 

Pam and Tony Burdon 
Wardens, College of the Holy Spirit, Millport. 



Iivewiresw 



Leading and 
Developing Teams 



Unique evening training events which will allow you to : 

• Gain personal learning about leading teams, effectively. 

■ Build understanding of the issues and pitfalls teams face. 

• Take home 20 activities to develop your team. 

Release the power of a team of dedicated Christians through 
effective team leadership. Practical insights into team dynamics 
throughout the team process from formation to implementation. 

Local events at Bristol (Tues 30 th Sept) 6t 
High Wycombe (Mon 1 3 th Oct) 



For further information : 

E-mail : info@teal.org.uk 
Write to : 11 The Evergreens, 
Sheriff hales, Shifnal, TF11 8SB. 
Call : 07816 660570 



Special Offer : 
One place free with 
Every place booked. 



lalTrust 



Information & booking also at 

www.thelivewireskit.org.uk 
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Courses and events 



Qjocese of Oxford 

‘123 Alive’: new training pro- 
gramme for those working with 
3s-lls in churches. Taster sessions: 
9 September Holy Spirit 
Church, Bedgrove 
17 September St Mary’s 
Church Room, Witney 
30 October Wash Common 
Church Annexe, Newbury 
Free; full courses £5 per session 
or £12 for all three. 

Valerie Hooley, STEM , Diocesan 
Church House; tel. 01865 
208257; email valerie.hooley 
@oxford.anglican. org 
Introduction to Preaching 
20 September Diocesan Church 
House, 10am - 4 pm. Cost £15. 
Juliet Ralph , STEM , Diocesan 
Church House; tel. 01 865 208282; 
email juliet.ralph@oxford. 
aijglican.org 

Diocese of Oxford Rolling 
Training Programme 

for OLM and LLM candidates 
and others interested 
Approaches to 
Understanding the Bible 

5 weeks on Tuesdays (from 23 
Sep) Winslow Centre; Wednesdays 
(from 24 Sep) Diocesan Church 
House; Thursdays (from 18 Sep) 
Wroxton Primary School; or (from 
25 Sep) St Mary’s Church Centre, 
Twyford 7.15 - 9.30pm. Cost £15. 
Queries: Revd Phillip Tovey; tel. 
018965 863657; email phillip. 
tovey@virgin.net. Bookings: 
Juliet Ralph , STEM , (see above) 

Healing the Wounds of 

Ministry 30 September 

A day for all who minister to 
others St Aldate’s Parish Centre, 
Oxford 10am - 3pm. Cost £25 
inc. lunch. Run by Acorn Chris- 
tian Foundation and The Well 
Christian Healing Centre, 
Leamington Spa. 

Acorn: tel. 01420 478121; 

# „ 



Church Action on 
Domestic Abuse 

1 October 

Training day to equip laity 
and clergy to respond sensitively 
and effectively to domestic abuse 
will include an overview of abuse, 
and workshops on victims and 
refuges, legal issues and theologi- 
cal dimensions. 

Diocesan Church House, 10am - 
3.30pm (coffee &c registration 
from 9.30am); lunch, tea/coffee 
8c soft drinks provided. No 
charge. Run by Domestic Abuse 
Working Group of Diocesan BSR 
Kate Hodgson , BSR , Diocesan 
Church House; tel. 01 865 
208214; email kate.hodgson 
@oxford.anglican. org 

Church Mission Society 
Annual Sermon 
Global Society: a New Challenge 
for Mission Dr Vinoth 
Ramachandra (Sri Lanka) 

1 3 October Crowther Hall, 
Birmingham, 6.45 for 7 pm 
1 7 October All Souls’ Church, 
Langham Place, London, 6.45 for 7pm. 
John Martin , tel. 020 7928 8681. 

Healing in the Local 
Church 4 October 
The Theology of Healing; A 
Model of Ministry; Building a 
Healing Ministry Team. Church 
of Christ the King, Kents Hill, 
Milton Keynes, 10am - 4pm; 
bring lunch. Cost £5. Teaching 
day organised by Healing 
Commission of the Mission 
Partnership of the Milton . 
Keynes Christian Council. Book 
by 15 Sep. Penny Warburton; 
tel. 01908 311310; email 
admin@MKCC.fsnet.co.uk. 

Use of Land & Agriculture 
27 September 

Day Conference Aylesbury 
Parish Church, 9.30am - 3pm. 
All welcome. Contact Canon 
Tim Higgins , 012396 424276 or 



Preparing Couples for 
Marriage 18 October 

To equip lay people and clergy 
who want to run effective mar- 
riage preparation courses and 
help them to tailor-make their 
own local course. A major annual 
training event by FLAME. 
Diocesan Church House, 

10am - 4pm (please bring your 
lunch). Cost £10. 

Kate Hodgson, BSR, Diocesan 
Church House; tel. 01 865 
208213; email kate.hodgson 
@oxf ord.anglican.org. 

Christians in the World 

1 October Church Schools in a 
Pluralist Society Mrs Elisabeth 
Gilpin (former school head) 

8 October Christians in Sport 
Revd Bruce Gillingham 
15 October Cloning! Is it all 
Sinister? Canon Maureen Palmer 
23 October Should Christians be 
involved in Politics? Steve Webb MP 
29 October Christians in a Media- 
saturated Society with Canon David 
Winter, Blewbury Primary School, 
Blewbury, 8 - 9.30pm; refreshments 
from 7.30pm. Cost £3 per session/ 
£12 per series, at door or in advance. 
Run by United Benefice of Blewbury, 
Hagboume & Upton. 

Jenny Loder, 01235 510199 or 
jjloder@loydroad. freeserve.co.uk. 

A Rocha’s 20th Birthday 
Sat, 20 September at 

Christ Church, Southport 1 - 
6pm. The Bishop of Liverpool 
will speak about his sabbati- 
cal on ‘Jesus and the Earth’, 
workshops eg ‘How green is 
your church’, 5pm service. 

Cost £5 (children £ 2.50 but 
free under- 5) from A Rocha 
UK, 13 Avenue Road, 

Southall, Middlesex UB1 3BL. 
Cheques to ‘A Rocha UK * & 
www.arocha.org for route. 



Milton Keynes Christian 
Training Programme 

10 September (6 weeks) Enjoy 
Praying Hanslope Methodist 
Church, 7.30 - 9pm. Cost £20. 

16 September Child Protection 
Policy Christ the Cornerstone, 
Milton Keynes, 7.30 - 9.30pm. 

Free. (Second session on 29 
November, Christ the Vine 
Community Church, 10am - 4pm). 
24 September (3 weeks) 

Jesus through the Eyes of Mark 
The Rectory, The Green, Great 
Linford, 7.45 - 9.45pm. Cost £5.50. 
8 October Luke from the 
Lectionary St Laurence Room, 
Market Square, Winslow, 10am - 
lpm. Cost £12. 

15 October (3 weeks) The 
Teaching of Jesus Bradwell Chapel, 
Loughton Rd, Bradwell, 7.45 - 
9.45 pm. Cost £5.50. 

Bookings and full programme: 
Milton Keynes Christian Training 
Course, Bradwell Chapel, Loughton 
Rd, Bradwell, Milton Keynes MK13 
9AA; tel. 01908 605892; email 
mktraining@aol.com. 

Cottesloe Christian 
Training Programme 

16 September (6 weeks) 
Growing a Healing Ministry 
North Marston School, 8pm. Cost 
£21. Book by 5 Sep. 

24 September Quiet Day 
Old Rectory, Granborough, 10am 
- 3pm. Cost £15 (bring lunch). 
Book by 12 Sep. 

4 October Using Puppets in 
Church North Marston Village 
Hall, 10am - 12 noon. Cost £12. 
Book by 26 Sept. 

1 1 October Introduction to the 
Eucharist All Saints’ , Wing, 
10am - 12 noon. Cost £12. 
Bookings CCTP, Church 
Cottage, Waterloo Rd, Linslade, 
Leighton Buzzard LU7 2NR; 01525 
375109; cottesloe@fish.co.uk 



Homelessness - what Christians can do 20 September 
Conference, Banbury Baptist Chuch with Revd Steve Chalke & others. 



Prayer Diary 



‘Pray in the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayer and 
requests. With this in mind, be 
alert and always keep on praying 
for all the saints .’ Ephesians 6:18 

Let us pray to God our Father for: 

Monday 1st As the new academic 
year begins we pray for all places of 
learning whatever age, ability or 
interest they cater for. For all staff, 
academic, pastoral and administra- 
tive, in their particular contribution 
to the members of the organisation. 
For children, young people and stu- 
dents that they may make the most 
of opportunities available to them. 
Tuesday 2nd Woodstock Deanery. 
That ways will be found for the 
deanery to become more relevant to 
the parishes. That the parishes will 
consider where they would like to be 
in ten years, what particular oppor- 
tunities they have in the deanery that 
they would like to see developed and 
if there is anything they would like 
developed from scratch. In thanking 
John Fox for 16 years’ faithful ser- 
vice the deanery welcomes and prays 
for John Peverel-Cooper as deanery 
joint lay chair. For the area dean 
Roger Humphreys and ecumenical 
representative G. Oldfield. 
Wednesday 3rd Bladon with 
Woodstock: clergy - Roger 
Humphreys, Roy Turner, Colin 
Sanders, Elizabeth Johnson; licensed 
lay minister - Celia Humphreys. 
Thursday 4th Eynsham and 
Cassington: clergy - Ian Bentley, 
John Underwood, Roger Aston; 
licensed lay minister - Neil Grady; 
youth worker - Helen Cobby. 
Friday 5th Hanborough and 
Freeland: clergy - Tim Naish; 
licensed lay ministers - Hugh 
Dalton, John Fox; pastoral assistants 
- Peter Langley, John Fox. 

Saturday 6th North Leigh St Mary: 
clergy - Stephen Kirkham. Steeple 
Aston with North Aston and 
Tackley: clergy - Stephen M’Caw; 



licensed lay minister - Richard 
Bailey. 

THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sunday 7th HARVEST THANKS- 
GIVING. 

Monday 8th International Literacy 
Day. For those engaged in provid- 
ing books and those who teach 
reading. For people and organisa- 
tions that particularly support 
adults with literacy difficulties. 
Tuesday 9th Stonesfield St James 
the Great: clergy - Geoff Van Der 
Weegen. 

Wednesday 10th Westcote Barton 
with Steeple Barton, Duns Tew and 
Sandford St Martin: clergy - 
Graeme Arthur. 

Thursday 11th Wootton, 
Glympton and Kiddington: clergy - 
Tony Adams; licensed lay minister 
-Jenny Wagstaffe. 

Friday 12th Yarnton with 
Begbroke and Shipton-on- 
Cherwell: clergy - Eric Craig, 
Gerald Wright. 

Saturday 13th Wycombe 
Deanery. Pray for the recent struc- 
tural changes in the Wycombe team 
and four vacancies recently filled, 
Sands and Downley, St Birinus, 
Woobum, Hedsor with Bourne End; 
for the exciting church development 
being planned at High Wycombe, St 
Birinus and St John; for Revd Alistair 
France, Deanery Rural Mission 
. Enabler supporting our rural parish- 
es. For area dean - Chris Bull; associ- 
ate area dean - Robert Jennings; 
synod lay chair - Ann Cartland; cler- 
gy - Veronica Beaumont; licensed lay 
minister - Pat Hastings; prison chap- 
lain - Jo Williams; ecumenical repre- 
sentative - Tony Dickinson. 

THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 

Sunday 14th HOLY CROSS DAY 
& RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY 
Monday 15th Marlow Area Team 
Ministry: clergy - Nicholas 

Molnnv ^llP Irwin n<i kriollo 



Smith; licensed lay ministers - Peter 
Kent, John Bustin. Marlow Bottom 
St Mary the Virgin, the Valley 
Church Methodist Anglican LEP : 
clergy - Anglican vacancy, 
Methodist Michael Hughes. 
Tuesday 16th South Chilterns 
Group Ministry with Lane End 
with Cadmore, Stokenchurch with 
Ibstone: clergy - Alistair France. 
Terriers St Francis of Assisi: clergy - 
Tony Dickinson; licensed lay minis- 
ter - V. Evans. Tylers Green: clergy 

- Mike Bisset; licensed lay minister 

- David Carter. 

Wednesday 17th Flackwell Heath 
Christ Church: clergy - Chris Bull, 
Martin Courtney; licensed lay min- 
ister - Sue Simpson. High 
Wycombe Deaf Church: clergy - 
Ben Whitaker. 

Thursday 18th Hambleden Valley 
Group: clergy - Malcolm 

MacNaughton, Ann Trew; licensed 
lay minister - Annette Jackson. 
Friday 19th Hazlemere Holy 
Trinity: clergy - Clive Collier, Bill 
Mason, Dani Munoz-Trivino; pas- 
toral worker - D. Hop wood, A. 
Garratt; youth and children’s worker 

- G. Stacey. 

Saturday 20th Diocesan 
Homeless-ness Conference. For ini- 
tiatives within the Diocese to raise 
awareness and meet the needs of 
those who are homeless. 

THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 

Sunday 21st MATTHEW, APOS- 
TLE AND EVANGELIST. 

Monday 22nd Hedsor and Bourne 
End: the churchwardens during the 
vacancy - J. Lunnon, M. Carr, H. 
Rathbone, J. Grierson. Hughenden 
St Michael and All Angels: clergy - 
Simon Cronk, Frederick Friend; 
licensed lay minister - Bill Geers. 
Tuesday 23rd High Wycombe 
Team Ministry: clergy - David 
Foster, Mary Gurr, Stephen 
Whitmore, Susie Simpson; licensed 
lay minister - Maureen Lampard; 
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youth worker - Sarah Hamilton; 
lay pastor - J. Lock. 

Wednesday 24th High Wycombe 
St Andrew: clergy - David Foster, 
Elaine Carr; pastoral assistant - H. 
Graham; youth worker - David 
Graham. High Wycombe St Anne 
and St Peter: clergy - Mary Gurr. 
Thursday 25th High Wycombe St 
Birinus and St John: clergy - Steve 
Whitmore, Peter Viney, Marie 
Jackson; pastoral assistant - Janice 
Allerton; licensed lay ministers - 
Allison Smale, Josie Martin. High 
Wycombe St Mary, St George and 
St James: clergy - Susie Simpson, 
Joan Arthur. 

Friday 26th West Wycombe with 
Bledlow Ridge, Bradenham and 
Radnage: clergy - Nigel Lacey, Allan 
Woods, Eric Nicholson. Woobum: 
clergy - Martin Wallington, 
Rosemary Payne. 

Sahaday 27th Those to be ordained 
deacon or priest and the parishes where 
they will serve. For their places of sector 
ministry and secular employment. 

THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 

Sunday 28th The candidates for 
ordination and their training 
incumbents. Their families and all 
who support them. 

Monday 29th ST MICHAEL AND 
ALL ANGELS Lane End with 
Cadmore End: clergy - Robert 
Jennings; licensed lay ministers - 
Geoffrey Brown, John Coombs. 
Tuesday 30th Loudwater St 
Peter: clergy - Timothy Butlin; 
licensed lay ministers - David 
Clarke, Patrick Finlay; pastoral 
assistant - T. Loadman 

Vocations Fellowship 

Thursday, October 16, 2003 

Diocesan Church House at 
7.15pm for 7.30pm with Bishop 
Richard. Details Mervyn 
Puleston on 01865 372360 or 
email mpuleston@aol.com 






what's 



SEPTEMBER 

Fri 5 MILTON KEYNES Learn 
about ecumenical work at an 
Orientation Day of the Mission 
Partnership of the Milton Keynes 
Churches Council. The Well at Willen 
9.30am-4pm. £7.50 inc. lunch. 

Sat 6 DENHAM St Mary’s Church 
Fete 1 - 4pm. Stalls, refreshments, 
children’s events, sideshows; part of 
Patronal Festival 5-7 Sept. 01753 
652560. 

Sat 6 WINDSOR International con- 
cert organist, Carlo Curley will play 
his travelling Allen organ at St John 
the Baptist Church, 7.30pm; in aid of 
the heating fund. Details from 
Michaell Harding on 01753 833665. 
Tickets £10 from High Street Visitor 
Information Centre, email 
windsor.dc@rbwm.go.uk 
Sat 6 LONGWORTH St Mary’s 
Church Fete in village centre 2pm 
Lots for children, auction, books, 
teas, dog obedience show, silver 
band, etc. £1; small children free. 
01865 821028. 

Sat 6 OXFORD Open Day at St 
Michael at the Northgate Church, 
Cornmarket Street 11am- 4pm. 
Tombola, white elephant, games, 
displays, music, snack lunches, teas, 
tours of church. Free. 

Sat 6 SLOUGH (Cippenham) 
Michaelmas Fair 10am-2pm. Stalls, 
grand draw, nearly new clothes, 
cream teas. 01753 528363. 

Sat 6 UPTON (nr Harwell & 
Blewbury) Late Summer Fete 2pm 
Recreation Ground. Plants, cakes, 
preserves, books, toys, white ele- 
phant, tombola, bouncy castle, etc. 
Music, teas, band. 

Sat 6 MONKS RISBOROUGH 

Church Fete 2-4. 30pm Garden of 
Monkton House. 01844 342152; 
www.stdunstanschurch.com. 

Sat 6 - Mon 8 WOODSTOCK St 

Mary Magdalene Church Flower 
Festival ‘Peace’. Sat 10am-6pm; Sun 
12.30-6pm; Mon 10am-5pm. 
Refreshments. 01993 811226. 

Sun 7 OXFORD St James’ Church, 
Cowley open 2.30 - 5pm, Tea and 
cakes available. Details Mrs Una 



Dean on 01865 779855. 

Sun 7 OXFORD Plant Sale in aid 
of Oxon. branch of Alzheimer’s 
Society, 12. 30-4. 30pm Magdalen 
Centre for Sport, Magdalen College 
School, The Plain. Plants, teas, pro- 
duce, gardenng information. Free 
parking. 01865 876508. 

Sun 7 HENLEY/REMENHAM 
Emphasis on Healing: Revd Geoff 
Maughan ‘Jesus’ Teaching on 
Healing’ St Mary, Henley 9.30am, 
St Nicholas, Remenham 11.15am. 
Mon 8 MILTON KEYNES 
Musical Milestones: George Lloyd, 
talk with CDs, City Church 7.45pm. 
Tickets £3.50 01908 246486 or 
07961 348697. 



Sharing Mark’s Vision 
A BRF Quiet Day with David Winter on 
Wednesday 10 September 10am - 
4pm, The Apostle Room, Clifton 
Cathedral House, Bristol. Details 
01865 319704 or events@brf.org.uk 
Cost £18.50 including lunch. Bring 
four friends and get fifth place free. 



Sat 1 3 READING Coffee Morning 
in aid of Coley Park Parents & 
Children Together (PACT) 10- 
11.30am Grange Church Hall, 
Circuit Lane. Admission free. 0118 
958 4131. 



Saturday 13 September 
Historic Churches Trust 
Sponsored Bicycle Ride 
(or Walk, or Horse Ride) 
10am -6 pm 
Visit your local churches and 
chapels and raise money to help 
preserve our historic churches. Or 
visit a different part of the region 
this year, free transport by train 
from Denham to Bicester on 
Chiltem Trains (just show your 
sponsorship form); 

77ffom Leighton Buzzard to 
Northampton with Silverlink 
( free tickets from Paul Everitt 
01 628 557646 or Barry Messham 
01908665662) 



Sat 13 MILTON KEYNES 

Concert (clarinets & piano) City 
Church 12.30pm. Tickets £3.50 at 
door. 

Sat 13 DEDWORTH, Windsor 

Quiz Night, All Saints’ Church 7.30 
for 8pm, in aid of a school in Kenya: 
open to teams of 8 from other 
churches (£5 inc. supper). 01753 
864746; www.allsaintrschurchwind- 
wor.co.uk. # 

Sun 14 AMERSHAM Contem- 
plative Fire’: worship from different 
spiritual traditions 6 - 7.15pm St 
Michael’s Church Lady Chapel (sec- 
ond Sunday of month). 01494 
726680. 

Sun 14 OLNEY A concert of 
Songs, Poems, Music and Readings 
in Olney Parish Church performed 
by the Choir and members of the 
congregation in aid of the Organ 
Fund. Programme £3 at the door. 
Sun 14 OXFORD Racial Justice 
Sunday Service, Church of the Holy 
Family, Blackbird Leys, 3pm. 

Sun 14 HENLEY/REMENHAM 
Emphasis on Healing: Charles 
Hampton ‘Healing our Stories’ St 
Mary, Henley 9.30am; St Nicholas, 
Remenham 11.15am. 

Wed 17 MILTON KEYNES 
Concert (piano): Celebrating 

Schubert 7.45pm City Church. 
Tickets £7.50 Church Music Office 
01908 246486 or at door, 

Fri 19 - Sun 21 BEACONS- 
FIELD ‘Celebrate and Lament’ 
Flower Festival, St Mary’s Church: 
Fri 10am-8pm; Sat 10am-6pm; Sun 
12-5pm. Concerts Fri 8pm: choral, 
barbershop, handbells (free; dona- 
tions welcome); Sat 8pm: readings 
and music on floral theme (tickets 
£10 parish office, 01494 676690). 
Church open for flowers, quiet, 
refreshments, etc. 01494 674634. 
Sat 20 OXFORD Riding Lights 
Theatre Co. ‘Saving Grace’: a new 
play to celebrate 300th anniversary 
of birth of John Wesley. St Aldate’s 
Church 7pm. Tickets £7.50 0845 
9613000. 

Sat 20 OXFORD World Mission 
Fair 1 lam-3pm Summertown 
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Church Hall, Portland Rd. Books, 
cakes, produce, gifts, lunches, in aid 
of USPG AIDS projects in South 
Africa. 01865 559433. 

Sat 20 HENLEY Workshop: 
Wholeness & Creativity around the 
Labyrinth, St Mary’s Church 
10.30am-3.30pm, £10. Rectory 
Office, Hart St, Henley-on-Thames. 
Sat 20 HAMBLEDEN Musicians 
& actors: Hildegard of Bingen & 
Carmina Burana St Mary’s Church 
7.30pm. Tickets £10 01491 574652 
or 571588. 

Sat 20 AMERSHAM Autumn Fair 
St Michael’s Church 10am-2pm: 
refreshments, stalls, cakes, plants. In 
aid of development fund. 

Sat 20 VALE OF WHITE 
HORSE Bellringing open day: 
Faringdon (10am-12 noon), 
Stanford-in-the-Vale (10am-12 
noon), Uffington (2-4pm). 01367 
242647. 

Sun 21 AYLESBURY Schubert 
piano music St Mary’s Church 3pm. 
Tickets £7.50 St Mary’s Church or 
on door. 

Sun 14 HENLEY/REMENHAM 

Emphasis on Healing: Marie Elsa- 
Bragg ‘Our Journey Towards whole- 
ness’ St Mary, Henley 9.30am; St 
Nicholas, Remenham 11.15am. 

Tue 22 HENLEY Traveller s 
Tales’: a service using Christian 
Aid's new liturgy for World AIDS 
Day (1 Dec) 7.30 pm, Christ Church 
United Reformed Church. 01865 
874778. 

Wed 23 LOWER BASILDON St 

Bartholomew’s Church Open Day 
1 lam - 3pm. 

Thu 25 MILTON KEYNES 

Exploring Music: German Romantic 
Masters, talk with CDs 7.45pm City 
Church. Tickets £3.50 01908 
246486 /07961 348697. 

Fri 26 OXFORD London Community 
Gospel Choir, St Aldate’s Church 
7.30pm: see picture story right.. 

Fri 26 FINGEST Healing service 
with laying on of hands and anoint- 
ing at Holy Communion 10.15am. 
01491 571231. 

Sat 27 BANBURY Charleston 
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Chaser 10-piece band: Gershwin, 
Duke Ellington, Irving Berlin, Louis 
Armstrong, Fats Waller, etc. hosted 
by David Jacobs. St Mary’s Church, 
7.45pm. Tickets £12. 01295 

259855 

Sat 27 READING Coffee Morning 
in aid of Macmillan Cancer Relief 
(part of ‘World’s Biggest Coffee 
Morning’) 10am-12 noon Grange 
Church Hall, Circuit Lane, 
Southcote. Bric-a-brac, tabletop & 
craft stalls (£3 to hire a stall, 0118 
958 4131). Admission free. 

Sat 27 - Sun 28 ASTON 
BAMPTON St James’ ‘Harvest of 
Talents’ Flower Festival Sat 10am- 
6pm, Sun llam-5pm. Light refresh- 
ments. 01993 771570. 

Sat 27 - Mon 29 OTMOOR 
Flower Festival 10am - 6pm in five 
churches: St Mary’s, Charlton-on- 
Otmoor (Our Family Life), St 
Andrew’s, Oddington (The Bible: 
Food & Wine), Murcott (Light of 
the World), St Swithun’s, Merton 
(Country Harvest), Baptist Chapel, 
Charlton-on-Otmoor (Harvest). 
Mon 29th: End of Festival Service St 
Mary’s 7pm. 01865 331421. 

Sun 28 LOWER BASILDON St 
Bartholomew’s Church Open Day 
2-4 pm. Sung Mass 5,30pm. Mon 
29 WOUGHTON on the GREEN 
Annual lecture: ‘Mary: an Ecumenical 
Figure?’ Prof. Frances Young St Mary’s 
Church 8pm (Holy Communion 
7.15pm). 01908 665113. 

Mon 29 CHALGROVE Domestic 
Violence talk by Alison Webster, 
Diocesan Social Responsibility Advisor, 
7.30 pm John Flampden Hall. 01865 
400402. 

Mon 29 AMERSHAM Extended 
Quiet Healing’: ministry from heal- 
ing team St Michael’s Church Lady 
Chapel 4-6pm (on the half hour) 
and last Monday each month. 
01494 726680. 



OCTOBER 

Sat 4 COOKHAM DEAN Organ 
Concert St John the Baptist Church 
8pm. Tickets £8 01628 529861. 



free of charge to churches in 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire. 



Sat 4 MILTON KEYNES 

Concert (bass, flute, piano) 12.30pm 
City Church. Admission £3.50 on 
door. 

Sun 5 OXFORD St James’ Church, 
Cowley open 2.30 - 5pm, Tea and 
cakes available, Details Mrs Una 
Dean on 01865 779855. 

Sun 5 WANTAGE Animal 
Blessing Service 3pm Church of St 
John Vianney, Charlton Rd. Bring 
your pets or a photograph to be 
blessed. 01235 868516. 

Tue 7 MILTON KEYNES Concert 
(piano) 7.45pm City Church. 
Tickets £7.50 Church Music Office 
01908 246486 or at door. 

Fri 10 ROTHERFIELD PEP- 
PARD Music of the British Isles 
(oboe and piano) All Saints’ Church 
Church 8pm. 0118 972 2844. 

Sat 1 1 DORCHESTER ABBEY 
RSCM Annual Choirs’ Festival: 
Festival Evensong 5 pm. 0118 
972 2844. 

Sat 1 1 OLNEY Organ recital by 
Barry Williams, organ advisor to 
the Oxford Diocese, 7.30pm Parish 
Church. Includes Bach’s Toccata 
and Fugue in D Minor and Air on 
the G String, Retiring collection. 
Sat 1 1 HIGH WYCOMBE Jumble 
Sale & Nearly New St Mary & St 
George’s Church, Rutland Ave 
11am. 01494 471545. 

Sat 18 CHALGROVE The 
History of Chalgrove Church: illus- 
trated talk on the magnificent 
medieval wallpaintings, 7.30 pm. 
01865 890442. 

Tue 21 OXFORD St Frideswide 
Civic Service: evensong to commemo- 
rate Oxford’s Patron Saint at 6pm, 
Christ Church Cathedral. 



BBC RADIO OXFORD 95.2 
BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 
Sundays 6 - 9am 
Local religious views, church 
news, favourite hymns 



Editorial address: The DOOR, 
Church. House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford 0X2 0NB. 




London Community Gospel 
Choir in Concert 

Saturday 20 September 
St Aldate’s Church, Oxford 
7.30pm 

Concert to celebrate the opening 
of the new church entrance and to 
support Open Door, a charity that 
helps persecuted Christians. 
LCGC was the first black com- 
munity church choir when they 
formed in 1982. They have made 
many TV appearances and sung 
with top musical artists all round 
the world 

Tickets £10 until 31 Aug , then 
£12. Group discounts available. 
St Aldate’s 01865 24471 3 , 
email office@staldates.org.uk. 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 
Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins 
and Sermon; 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

Weekdays 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
1.05pm Holy Communion; 
on Wednesdays only 6pm 
Choral Evensong; 6pm Sung 
Eucharist on Thursdays or 
Saints’ Days 



Telephone: 01865 208227 
Fax: 01865 790470 



Notices 



Copier for sale St Laurence 
Warborough Parish wishes to sell a 
Sharp SF2020 office photocopier 
suitable for further use as parish 
photocopier. Will multi-copy A3, 

A4, A 5, and B4. Has been used by 
our local vicar. In good working 
order, available because of upgrade. 
£400 or near offer. Freestanding 
table height with A4/ A 5 paper 
trays, plus storage. 01865 858776. 
Baroque music ensemble 
A baroque music ensemble would 
like to help raise funds towards the 
maintenance or restoration of his- 
toric churches by performing for a 
small fee where invited. Nicola Le 
Bon , tel. 0207 730 8035. 

Nativity set Fairly traded nativity 
set offered to church or primary school 
that would use and cherish it. Maranda 
Loengard, ccowinfo@fish.co.uk. 
Parish evangelism I am helping 
at a CME Day in October on parish 
evangelism. I am keen to give good 
examples from the Diocese of people 
being drawn to faith through wed- 
dings, funerals and, particuarly, infant 
baptisms. Has your church learned 
anything in this area that it might be 
helpful to share? I’d be grateful to 
hear from you. Revd John Clarke 
(Newbury), tel. 01635 41075. 
Advocacy Facilitator Viva 
Network in Oxford have exciting 
job opportunity to make a vital 
contribution to the work of their 
Influence Team and the develop- 
ment of their advocacy work. 
Responsibility for supporting local 
networks and international organi- 
sations that are part of the Viva 
Network, to influence decision 
makers and to be an effective voice 
for ‘children at risk’. Work includes 
developing effective relationships, 
information sharing with interna- 
tional organisations, processing 
information and supporting local 
level ‘children at risk’ networks in 
developing their advocacy capacity. 
Details: Stephen Young 01865 
320101 or influence@viva.org 
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Oxford University 

Continuing Education 

Day Schools 2003/2004 

The Trinity Today Sat 4 Oct 
The Desert Fathers Sat 15 Nov 
Women in Christianity 



SatC 

Ecumenical Dialogue 

Sat 17 lan 

The Relevance of God 
& the Irrelevance of Religion 

Sat 7 Feb 

Full details of these and other day 
schools from OUDCE, 1 Wellington 
Square, Oxford, OX1 2JA 
Tel: 01865 270380 or 270368 
email: ppdayvdc@conted.ox.ac.uk 



Great Courses... 

...bright future 

Full and part-time programmes in: 

Animal Care , Caring , Child Care , Countryside 
Management, Equestrian Studies, Floristry, 
Greenkeeping, Horticulture , Construction, Landscape 
Design, Veterinary Nursing, Public Services, Health 
Studies, Sports and Outdoor Activities, HND & 
BA(Hons) programmes in Animal Care, Horticulture, 
Sport, Equestrian and Child Care. 

Also extensive part-time provision covering 
computer skills, creative crafts, beekeeping, 
pet care, art in the environment more! 

Free and ample parking. 

Call 01628 824444 or 
visit www.bca.ac.uk 



^CA 



Quality Training for Leisure & Landbased Industries 




THE MARLBOROUGH SCHOOL 

(11-18 Comprehensive for boys and girls) 

Shipton Road, Woodstock, Oxon 0X20 1LP 
Tel: 01993 811431. Fax: 01993 813530 

OPEN EVENING AND 
MORNINGS FOR 
PROSPECTIVE PARENTS 

OPEN EVENING 

Thursday 2nd October - 7.30pm 

OPEN MORNINGS 

Tuesday 14th October 
Thursday 16th October 
9.00am - 12pm 

Please telephone for further details 



OXFORD 

BROOKES \ 

UNIVERSITY I 




Plater College Oxford - a springboard into fuller life 



For any who would benefit from a year's full-time 
residential higher education, Plater College 
Oxford has a proven record of accompanying 
students on journeys into deeper understanding 
and confidence. 

“Pathways'’ of study are available leading to a CertHE - 
the end of year 1 at degree level. Some people move on 
from Plater to courses at universities in the second 
year, though many want to enjoy 3 years more. Others 
move on to other personal or professional stages in 
their lives. 

The pathways presently include Social Administration, 
Theology, Pastoral Studies, Politics and Economics, and 
Legal Studies. Two new pathways begin in September: 



Do you want a career serving the 
community, but lack the formal 
qualifications 

RETURN TO LEARN 

at 

plater 

ICOLLEGE 



Plater College Oxford is a Catholic Adult 
Residential College, specialising in 
providing courses for mature students. 
The 1 year Certificate of Higher Education 
(equivalent to first year of university 
degree) is available in the following 
subjects: 

Social Administration , Legal Studies , 
Pastoral Studies , Theology and Social 
Studies , Politics and Economics , 
Business Studies with Ethics , 
and 

Part One of the Professional Diploma in 
Law validated by ILEX. 

• Applications welcome from anyone over 20 

• No entrance qualifications required 

• Most students eligible for an Adult 
Education 

Bursary to cover living costs and fees 

Call us now for details! 

Contact: Monica Dolton, Registrar: 
(FREEPHONE) 0800 083 0813 
Email: admissions@plater.ac.uk 



Business Studies course and ILEX, Part 1 of the 
Professional Diploma in Law. There are taster-courses 
in these available free to any who might be interested. 
Generally people are resident though there is also 
scope for people who live locally to participate. The 
college also provides a broad menu of regular short- 
courses. Details are available on line at 
www.plater.ac.uk. 

Most students benefit from a Bursary Scheme which 
pays for aH tuition fees and accommodation costs - 
including all food in term time - and provides a small 
amount of money as well. You have be over 20 years 
old, and we want you to be at a point of life where you 
want to learn and where this experience would be 
appreciated, but that really is about the only 
qualification needed. 

People draw from their own experiences and find 
resources to share that with others. I had a rather 
romantic thought that my task as a tutor, in 
collaboration with others, would be to do a bit of 
metaphorical gardening. Just as when you lift a heavy 
slab in a garden you find some plants trying to grow, 
and needing encouragement, support and nurture, so 
there is within us a need to grow, which obstacles have 
not completely crushed. The motivation to keep 
growing must come from within. I can’t make the plants 
grow: but as a college we can provide an environment 
where authentic growth can be nurtured into resilient 



life. The twist is, though, that the process of life 
together here lifts slabs from my own soul’s garden too 
The Catholic Foundation of the College is secure so that 
it doesn’t have to be “in your face": there are 
Anglicans, Methodists, Muslims and many of no 
religious adherence alongside Catholics. Catholic does 
not mean sectarian , the opposite: The Theology tutor 
points out The fact that recommended theological 
books are not selected on a sectarian basis perhaps 
needs pointing out to counter some non-Catholic fears 
and presuppositions. You can’t avoid Rowan Williams 
[Anglican Archbishop] on the Theology pathway - he 
has written course books on the Introduction to 
Theological Thinking, New Testament Studies and Early 
Church modules! Sure, there’s von Balthasar and 
Rahner, but I was taught to love theology by Frances 
Young [Methodist] and David Ford [Anglican] among 
others: and no-one should think that being a Catholic is 
to live in a ghetto! I hope that Anglicans & Catholics 
and other Christians will all be well-represented here, 
and that if clergy or ministers know people for whom 
Plater would help that they will pass on the secret. 
Ecumenism is not merely the prerogative of the Catholic 
Community, and the presence of committed Christians 
from other traditions here cannot but promote deeper 
understanding all around." Details of courses at Plater 
College Oxford are available from Monica Dolton, 
Registrar, on [Freephone] 0800 083 0813. 




Join us at our 
OPEN MORNING 

Saturday 4th October 9.30am - 1.30pm 

A Christian hoarding and day school 
tor girls and boys from 1 1—18 

• Christianity in action 

• Bursaries for clergy tsunilics 

• Part of the Kingham Hill Trust with Oak Hill College 

If you would like to attend cal! 01608 658999 

www. kingham-hill . oxon.sch.uk 
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What makes Kingham Hill special? 

Our family-style boarding school, with 85% boarders, the 
92 acres of glorious Cotswold countryside and the belief 
that education should develop the whole person preparing 
them for the realities of life. 

Kingham Hill was founded in 1886 by the Christian 
Philanthropist Charles Baring Young and it continues to offer its 
pupils the opportunity to discover Christianity as a real and 
active part of their lifestyle. The School is currently in the grips 
of ‘Chapel Centenary mania’ with artists, clowns, magicians, 
singers, comedians, actors and even escapologists joining the 
School to celebrate with us 100 years of God’s faithfulness-and 
goodness. You can find out more by visiting our website which 
is full of up-to-date news of the School, www.kingham- 
hill.oxon.sch.uk 

We offer our 250, 11-18 year old girls and boys a wide range 
of creative and educational opportunities which help them to 
form positive attitudes and develop genuine strength of 
character. Everyone at Kingham Hill is treated as an individual 
and their strengths and gifts are recognised and encouraged. 
The best way to experience Kingham Hill is by visiting us! On 
Saturday 4th October at 9.30am we are holding an Open 
Morning to which you are invited. Call Elizabeth Langmead, 
01608 658999, for more details or to arrange a visit at another 
time. 

Another way to experience a real ‘feel’ of Kingham Hill is to 
watch our brand-new DVD - we believe we are the first school 
to have produced one! Please call Elizabeth for your own copy. 



School of Arts 
and Humanities 



HOST FAMILIES WANTED 

We are looking for host families to care for overseas 
pupils at boarding school during half-term and 
occasional weekends. Excellent remuneration for full 
board and integration into family life. 

Please write or telephone for further details: 

Tel & Fax: 020 8523 8872 



Discover the World of Languages! 

■ Chinese ■ French ■ German ■ Italian ■ Japanese 

■ Portuguese "Spanish "Swedish "Turkish 

■ Evening Courses start 6 October 2003 

* Various levels: from absolute beginners to advanced level 

* 1 0 week course of 1 .5 hours per week - Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays or Thursdays, 5.30 to 7pm or 7 to 8.30pm 

Our group classes are small to enable students to enhance accuracy 
and increase fluency in a very short period of time 

For application forms and further information contact: 

Oxford Brookes Language Services 

Tel: 01865 483692 

Email: obts@brookes.ac.uk 

Oxford Brookes University 
Headington Campus 
Oxford 0X3 OBP 



www.brookes.ac.uk 



Failed to get that C grade you need? 
Forgotten all the Maths you ever knew? 

Or do you want to try some 
post-GCSE maths? 

We offer GCSE & A Level courses, 
as well as 10 - week courses in post 
- GCSE Maths & Applied Statistics. 

Whatever your 
ability in Maths, 
we will take you 
further. 

You can attend the first session of 
our Maths courses in September 

as a FREE TRIAL 

We can make it All Add Up 

Call 01 865 269 269 for advice 

Oxford College of Further Education, 
Oxpens Rd, Oxford, 0X1 ISA 



Christ Church Cathedral School 




VOICE TRIAL 

Saturday 11th October 2003 

CHORAL SCHOLARSHIP 

60% of boarding fees 

Boys’ Day Preparatory School, 2'h to 13 
Full Boarding for the Choristers of 
Christ Church Cathedral 

We believe in quality and breadth of education, based 
around modern practices and Christian values, 
combined with traditions dating back to 1546. 

Housed in a combination of historic and modern 
buildings in the heart of Oxford, and with beautiful 
playing fields, we offer outstanding cultural 
opportunities. 

For further details please contact: 

The Registrar 

3 Brewer Street Oxford 0X1 1QW 
Tel: 01865 242561 Fax: 01865 202945 

e-mail: registrar@cccs.org.uk 
Please visit our website: www.cccs.org.uk 
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Inspectors praise caring 
environment and good teaching 



St Joseph's is a "good 
school in which a spiritually 
enriched and caring 
environment is combined 
with good teaching." 
according to the 
inoepenoem xtioois 
Inspectorate. 

The Upper Redlands Road 
school was inspected over 
five days in March. The 
report from the inspection 
team has just been 
published. It says. "The 
Catholic ethos and tradition 
are evident in all aspects of 
the life of the school and, 
together with an 
exceptional, inclusive 
community spirit contribute 
strongly to its unique 
atmosphere." 

Among the many strengths 
of the school highlighted by 
the inspection team are the 
caring and supportive 
attitude, in which each pupil 
is valued and provided with 
opportunities to take 
responsibility for her own 
personal growth and 
development and the pupils’ 
very good attitudes to 
learning, strong motivation 
and very good relationships 
with teachers and one 
another. 

There is praise also for the 
dear direction given by Mrs 
Veronica Brookes, the 
Headmistress, and the 
commitment shown by staff, 
which contributes 
significantly to the overall 
success of the school. 

All children under five are 
likely to reach the early 
learning goals in the six 
areas of learning before their 
fifth birthday, says the 
report "They make 
particularly good progress in 
communications, language 



and literacy, and knowledge 
and understanding of the 
world" It goes on to say 
that the results in the 
national tests for pupils at 
the ages of seven and eleven 
are "well above the average 
for the nearest equivalent 
maintained primary school". 
At GCSE, the percentage of 
pupils gaining five or more 
grades at A* to C has 
remained steady at around 
92% over the past three 
years. An analysis of the 
results shows that "pupils do 
particularly well in English, 
history art and drama" At A 
level, the results are "above 
the national average," with 
42% of the grades at A or B 
compared with the national 
figure of around 37% for 
maintained secondary 
schools. 

The pupils themselves are 
praised by the inspectors, 
who say, "Pupils of all ages 
are friendly, courteous and 
welcoming. They speak very 
proudly of their school." The 
report goes on to say, 
"Relationships between 
pupils, and between pupils 
and teachers, are very good. 
In both the preparatory 
department and senior 
department older girls show 
a willingness to share and 
help younger pupils" It 
continues 'The good 
relationships that exist in all 
parts of the school make a 
significant contribution to 
pupils’ achievement" 

The quality of teaching is 
described in the report as 
"good overall, and in two- 
fifths of the lessons observed 
in the senior department was 
very good or excellent". 

"The school offers a 
generally broad, balanced 

A CHRISTIAN 
ENVIRONMENT 
for your next 

RESIDENTIAL FIELD COURSE 
biology - geography 
established in 1963 on the Isle of Wight 
tutors have local knowledge and historical data 
courses designed for all exam boards 
wide variety of issues for individual projects 
also environmental A activity weeks for junior 
schools - dinghy sailing, canoeing, orienteering 



further information 
call 01983 522195 
or visit 



www.medinavalleycentre.org.uk 





and appropriate curriculum 
for pupils across a wide 
ability range." says the 
report "It contributes 
effectively to their 
intellectual, physical and 
personal development and 
prepares them well for the 
next stage of their education 
or training." The report also 
says, "The range of extra- 
curricular activities provided 
substantially enriches the 
curriculum." 

Pupils’ personal development 
is described as "a very strong 
feature of the school". The 
inspectors say, "An excellent 
range of opportunities is 
provided for pupils to 
develop and consolidate a 
system of spiritual beliefs 
and a moral code, as well as 
to develop personally, 
socially and culturally.” 

The report goes on to say, 
"The school has developed an 
effective partnership with 
parents and very good links 
with the community, 
enriching the quality of 
education for pupils." It also 
provides "very effective 
support, advice and guidance 
for pupils at all stages. 

Pupils are well known to 
teachers and as a result they 
feel secure." 

Headmistress Veronica 
Brookes said, "We are 
delighted with the 
comments in the report, 
which highlight the school’s 
many strengths. Only one 
issue was identified for 
further development which 
indicates the high quality of 
education offered at St 
Joseph’s It is a fitting 
testament to the hard work 
put in by the staff and the 
commitment and motivation 
shown by all the pupils" 

The one area for further 
improvement is the need to 
develop an approach to the 
identification of, and 
provision for, pupils with 
learning difficulties which 
fully meets their educational 
needs The school has 
already formulated an action 
plan to deal effectively with 
this issue. 

A copy of the summary 
report may be obtained, on 
request from the school. 

The full inspection report 
will be posted on the 
Independent Schools 
Inspectorate website, 
www.isinspectorg.uk, on 16 
June 2003, or soon 
thereafter. 




ST JOSEPH’S CONVENT SCHOOL 

READING, BERKSHIRE 

Art independent day school for girls aged 3 to 18, situated dose 
to Reading University and convenient to the town centre and M4 



Open to giris of all denominations and faiths 
High academic reputation 
Strong music and drama tradition 
Artistic talent and practical skills encouraged 
at all ages 

After school playcare for children aged 
3 to 1 1 years 

Supervised after school study for Senior 
Department pupils 



OPEN EVENING 

SENIOR 
DEPARTMENT 
THURSDAY 
23 OCTOBER 2003 
6.30 P.M. - 9.00 P.M. 



For further information and a prospectus, please contact: 

ST JOSEPH’S CONVENT SCHOOL 
UPPER REDLANDS ROAD, READING 
BERKSHIRE RG1 5JT 

Tel: 0118 966 1000 



S* Joseph s Convent School b a registered charity, which « 



s to provide education for girls 




Helping teachers tick the right boxes is the key to successful 
residential courses at Christian Outdoor Education Centre 



In our "risk-averse" culture, accessing the 
proven benefits of a residential experience 
for students or real live on-site fieldwork 
projects rather than virtual studies can 
depend on determined and resourceful 
teachers willing to do their "homework" to 
make the trip possible as much as 
enthusiastic, committed students being 
keen to learn. 

TVs Channel 4 series "That'll teach 'em" showed 
that, prised away from the "cool" cocoon of own 
bedroom, computers, texting, car travel et al. 
there is an immense wealth of life knowledge to 
be gained from a residential experience, 
combining education and Christian values. Being 
outdoors and studying the intricate variety and 



infinite wonder of created and man-made 
environments produce lifelong benefits of real 
education in addition to enhanced exam and 
coursework grades. 

No need to regress half a century; the positive 
values of a residential experience with the best 
of modem educational technology are available 
now at many UK fieldwork centres. However, to 
make this education accessible to today's 
students, requires active working partnership 
between visiting school staff and residential 
providers. Current legislation dictates 12 or 
more paperwork stages between the initial 
enquiry and arriving back home with case 
studies completed. Governors, line managers, 
headteachers and LEAs must all give approval. 



Risk assessments are mandatory for all sites, 
activities and personnel, coupled with high 
professional standards in course preparation. 
Tutors with local knowledge and research 
expertise at Medina Valley Centre. Isle of Wight, 
an independent charity with educational and 
Christian outreach focus, are aware of these 
trends. Over many years of running residential 
school courses, booking procedures have been 
refined to help teachers with all necessary 
administration. 

Centre Director, Peter Savory and his staff are 
convinced, that residential courses in a 
Christian setting are immensely valuable 
educationally and in developing personal social 
skills. "Helping ease administration tasks for 
teachers who want to bring students here, is a 
vital part of our raison dltre and ministry", he 
said. 



Expert Tuition In 
Religious Studies 

Correspondence Courses and Revision 
Courses, specialising in Philosophy of Religion 
and Ethics. GCSE, AS level and A2. All ages 
taught. Affordable. Excellent success rate. 
Highly qualified and experienced teacher, 
and national examiner. 

NATIONAL GROWTH IN 
RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

One of the most remarkable growth areas both at GCSE and 
A level in recent years has been in Religious Studies, so 
much so that there is a national shortage of qualified RS 
teachers and examiners! There were over 300,000 entries 
for the Full and Short course at GCSE this year. But why this 
growth? It is partly to do with the new syllabuses that are 
available, and the emphasis on the Philosophy of Religion 
and Ethics (Moral Issues). Religious Studies is not what it 
used to be! These fascinating courses deal with fundamental 
religious and philosophical questions that we all ask, but 
don't necessarily get the chance to study in detail; such as, 
what evidence is there for the existence of God? How can a 
loving God allow so much evil and suffering in the world? 

Do miracles occur today? What is the relationship between 
science and religion? What does Christianity teach about 
sex? Can war ever be Just? Can abortion and euthanasia 
ever be right? 

In our complex world, Christians of all oges frequently seek 
intelligent answers to these and many other questions. For 
further advice on correspondence courses for both mature 
students and school pupils, at GCSE, AS and A level, please 
contact the Revd. Df. RJ. Warden 01344 750346 
revnw@hotmail.com 




THORNTON 

COLLEGE 

Convent of Jesus & Mary 



Thornton College is a 
happy & thriving 
Independent Day and 
Boarding School for girls 
aged from 272 up to 16. 

The top GCSE non- 
selective school for 
girls in 

Buckinghamshire and 
Milton Keynes our 
academic successes are 
testament to our belief 
that a child achieves 
best when happy. 



GCSE: 40% A7A, 92% 5+ A* - C 
Extended hours rom 8am - 8pm 
Daily Transport 
Occasional, weekly & termly 
boarding 

Extensive extra curricular 
activities 

Impressive sports facilities 
All denominations warmly 
welcome 

Just 5 miles from Buckingham 8 
11 miles from Milton Keynes 

Thornton College, Thornton, Nr. 
Buckingham MK17 OHJ 
Telephone: 01280 812610 
www.thomtoncollege.com 




OPEN DAY 

23rd October 
9am - 3.30pm 



] 



r Swanbourne House 1 


IAPS, Co-Ed, Boarding & Day, Prep School for 3-13 year olds 


yVM OPEN 
MORNING 

FOR PROSPECTIVE PARENT! 


SATURDAY 
i 20 SEPT 


[ 2003 


For details contact Mrs C Hollowday 
Swanbourne House School 

Milton Keynes MK17 OHZ 

telephone 01296 720 264 fax 01296 728 089 
www.swanbourne.org email offce@swanbourne.org 

registered charity no. 310640 


LESSONS 

ACTIVITIES 

SPORT 

CHOIRS 



Close to Buckingham, Woburn, Milton Keynes, Leighton Buzzard, Aylesbury 

Preparation for top public schools 
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OXFORD 

BROOKES i 

UNIVERSITY 



School of Arts 
and Humanities 



Use your language skills 

to develop an international career in 

Simultaneous Interpreting 

Saturday 20 and Sunday 21 September, 

Weekend Taster Seminar in Spanish/English or 
English/Spanish simultaneous interpretation. 

An introduction to the adrenaline-charged field of conference 
interpreting, and the exciting career possibilities it can offer. 

Entry requirement is a good command of both English and Spanish, 
with one as your mother tongue. 

A full simultaneous interpreting course starts on 21 October. 

For information contact 

Oxford Brookes Language Services 

Tel: 01865 483692 

Email: obls@brookes.ac.uk 

Oxford Brookes University 
Headington Campus 
Oxford 0X3 OBP 



PRESENTATION 




www.brookes.ac.uk 



There were scenes of 
jubilation at Presentation 
College recently, as pupils 
opened their exam results - 
the pass rate was an 
impressive 96% at A-Level, 
(73% at Grade C or above). 

At GCSE, 93% of pupils 
gained at least 5 GCSEs at 
Grade C or above - indeed, 
33% of the grades were A* or 
A! 

Achievements are not limited to 
academic results. As well as the 
College's well established 
prowess on the Soccer field, 
and at Badminton, our Year 1 1 
Public Speaking Team beat all 
local schools, and took part in 
regional competitions. 

Pupils are also extremely active 
outside school hours, with the 
Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Scheme, the Cadet Force and 
the Exploring Club. Indeed, Year 



12 pupils mounted a very 
successful expedition to Everest 
Base Camp in Easter 2003, with 
more expeditions planned. 
Despite this vibrant activity, 
Presentation College remains 
true to its roots. A Catholic 
school (pupils of all 
denominations are welcome), it 
provides a friendly but 
disciplined environment, and 
works closely with parents. 

Each pupil is treated as an 
individual, and the College is 
committed to their full 
development through a 
balanced curriculurrTand the 
provision of a full range of 
cultural, social and extra- 
curricular activities. 

Presentation College is thus a 
community committed to the 
success of its young people, 
and proud of their 
achievements. 




If you were your son’s age ... 

: i: 'A" 

you’d probably like to attend 

Presentation 



- Continuous Education 
(3-18) 

- Professional, highly 
committed supportive 
staff 

- Strong learning support 
for pupils of all abilities 

Our Prep School 

- One of the UKs Top 
250 Prep Schools 

- Member of IAPS 

- Excellent results at Key 
Stage 2 

* New Nursery 



- Small classes, individual 
and team sports, 
drama, music and 
adventurous activities 

- Transport facilities 
available (details on 
request) 

Our Senior School 

- Average of 8 GCSE 
passes per candidate; 
33% at A and A* 

in 2003 

- 100% A Level pass rate 

- Co-ed Sixth Form 



Open Day 

Saturday, October 18th 
10.00am - 12.30pm 



61 Bath Road, 
Reading RG30 2BB 
Tel: (0118) 957 2861 
& 958 1709 
email: 

admin @ presentation 
college.reading.sch.uk 



You can rely on you local 

FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

Don't Lose Your Home 

Funding Long Term Care Costs 



Cruse Bereavement 



Most people know of someone who has 
spent large amounts of their capital and 
income on meeting care costs in later life. 
We are fully aware that Government policy 
for meeting older peoples care needs 
prohibits wealth cascading down through 
the generations. 

Coupled with this most of us realise that we have 
reached an era when the average age of the 
population is increasing. This not only means that 
there will be a larger number of retired people, 
but there will also be a smaller number of people 
working to pay for welfare benefits. 

It is no coincidence therefore that the Community 
Care Act allows only those with the least 
resources to receive care provided by the state. 
Even if you qualify for Local Authority assistance 
m i vm 

£ Sc £ons 

FUNERAL SERVICES 

Chapel Lodge, 21 Corbett Road, Carterton, Oxon 

01993 842421 

Also (01993) 702123 ^ 



your choice of care will be limited to the extent 
that their budget dictate. 

Many people are unaware that by owning their 
home jointly they are vulnerable to the whole 
home being secured to fund long-term care as 
both/all owners own 100% of the property. 
Specialist Legal Services Company National 
Legal Services change many of their clients 
properties to Tenants in Common (each owning 
50%) and plan how a Protective Property Trust 
can be used. This allows each party to say where 
their respective half goes on death and prevents 
the home from being included on the Means Test, 
which says that if you have more than £12,000 
including your property then you have to pay for 
your own care. 

For further information on this and related 
concerns telephone 0800 328 2364 and quote REF 
7811 ask for information on this subject and other 
related issues including Wills, Powers of Attorney 
and Inheritance Tax Planning. 
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Funeral Service 



Personal Service from a Qualified Funeral Director. 
Memorials designed and supplied 
to any area from our brochure. 

Bidstone Close, Over Norton, Chipping Norton, Oxon OX7 5PP 

Tel: 01608 644112 - any hour 



Sadly everyone is likely to be affected by 
bereavement at sometime in their lives, 
and often when it is least expected. 

As the UK's leading bereavement charity, Cruse 
bereavement care exists to offer support, 
information and advice to anyone who has been 
bereaved. With 150 branches and 5,500 volunteers 
across the UK, 123,000 people contacted Cruse for 
help and support last year. 

Not every one who loses a loved one feels able to 
talk to their family and friends about their grief. 
Cruse's national Helpline (0870 167 1677) offers 
immediate support and information and essentially 
someone who will listen and understand the 
anxieties and fears that can be experienced when 
grieving the loss of a loved one. The Helpline also 
offers information and advice to anyone who is 
concerned about a bereaved relative, friend or 
colleague. If on-going one-to-one support is 
requested, the national Helpline can refer the 
bereaved person onto their local Cruse branch, 
which also offer support groups. 

The death of a loved one can sometimes result in 
financial insecurity for those left behind. The 
benefits that people are entitled to can often be 
very complex and confusing, especially to a 
recently bereaved person who is distressed and 
emotionally exhausted. Cruse's Welfare Advisor 
gives advice on these types of financial and also 
practical matters surrounding a bereavement. 

No one ever forgets how they were treated after 
the death of someone close, which is why Cruse 
offers training to organisations in bereavement 
awareness to ensure that the maximum sensitivity is 
employed when working with grieving people. 
Cruse also provides publications for bereaved 



OXFORD CRUSE 

offers support to any 
bereaved person 




Cruse 

Bereavement 

Care 



Helpline and individual counselling 
for adults and children aged 5-16. 

We also need new volunteers to train 
for this valuable work. 

Wesley Memorial Hall, New Inn Hall Street, 
OXFORD 0X1 2DH 

Telephone: 01865 245398 

OFFICE OPEN 10-12 Monday to Friday. 

Answerphone other times 

Registered Charity No. 208078 
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A Local Independent Family Business 



OLD FORGE, WETHERED RD, 

MARLOW 

(01628) 898866 

891 LONDON ROAD, 

L0UDWATER, HIGH WYCOMBE ‘ 

(01494) 472572 

• Personal attention day or night 

• Home visits by appointment 

www.arnold-funerals.co.uk 
PREPAYMENT PLAN AVAILABLE 



24 HOUR SERVICE 



38 OAK END WAY, 
GERRARDS CROSS 

(01753) 891892 

32 GREGORIES ROAD, 
BEAC0NSFIELD 

(01494) 68S000 
» Private Chapel of Rest 




adults, children and those working to care for 
bereaved people. 

As a charity that depends on the generosity of 
individuals and organisations, Cruse is desperately 
short of funds and volunteers. For more 
information about supporting Cruse please call v 
0870 167 1677. 



GREENS FUNERAL SERVICES 

Established 1866 






A family owned business with five 
generations of experience, offering a 
personal dignified 24 hour service 



Private Chapels of Rest 

Funeral Directors Keith Green 
and Ian Green 

21 High Street, 
Eynsham, Oxford 

Tel: 01865 880837 
Fax: 01865 882831 

8 Bridge Street, 

Witney, Oxford 
& Memorial Showroom 

Tel: 01993 776486 



If We Go Into Care 
Our Home Will 
Automatically Go To 
Our Children - Right? 




69,000 Homes were taken last year to pay for 
long term care. If you act early, you can save 
yours. Simply and cost effectively, 

For a free info pack call today, MJS 

quote reference number 781 1 

0800 328 2364 

The National Specialists for: 

Wills * Enduring Power of Attorney • Executor Help • 
Advanced Directive ♦ Convincing* Document Storage 
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What makes 
The Hawthorns 
unique? 



Visitors immediately 
know that The 
Hawthorns is 
different than 
anything they have 
seen when they first 
walk in the front 
doors. 

Located on the seafront 
in Clevedon, a typical 
Victorian seaside resort 
town, it is a purpose 
built building. Upon 
touring the lovely 
building it is immediate 
apparent that it was 
designed by someone 
who truly understood 
who was going to live 
there. Wide spacious 
hallways attractively 



. decorated, lots of 
natural light streaming 



in through the central 
atrium, the dining room 
with it's wall of 



windows that overlook 
the Bristol channel are 
just several features that 
make it a pleasant place 
to live. 

But what really makes 
The Hawthorns special is 
the people. So who lives 
at The Hawthorns? An 
interesting mix of men 
and woman with a 
diversity of backgrounds, 



from housewives, to 
headmasters, civil 
servants, farmers, and 



business men/woman to 
name a few. People who 
have traveled widely, 
and those who haven't. 

It requires a special type 
of person to work at The 
Hawthorns as well. One 
of the differences 
between the lifestyle 
here and other types of 
retirement living for 
example, is the 
management team. 
Comprised of 2 couples 
who live on site and the 
facility chef, the on site 
couples are on call 24 
hours a day/7 days a 
week. They are 
responsible for the 
smooth running of the 
day to day affairs, 
including helping 
residents with almost 
any conceivable 
problem, to staffing 
issues, budget, and 
maintenance to name a 
few. 

What type of person is 
the typical manager? 
Usually a mature couple 
with various 
backgrounds that can 
include working with 
seniors; people who have 
been business owners; or 
retired people who are 
looking for another 
career. 

But above all they are all 
people who are 
genuinely caring and 
respectful, able to 
communicate well. 
Special people for a 
special place, working 
for a highly respected 



Sheltered Housing at 
West Court Banbury 




West Court is a friendly, modem development of one 
bedroom flats adapted to meet the practical needs of older 
men and women and within walking distance from a variety 
of amenities. Each flat is centrally heated with a lounge, kitchen, 
bathroom and bedroom and is suitable for a single person. 

The scheme is run by Methodist Homes Housing Association, and a Manager 
provides general support throughout the week and there is an offsite emergency call system 
outside of these times. West Court is not just for Methodists however, applications are welcomed from any 
older person in the community (from the age of 55 years upward), and who feel that living in a secure 
environment will meet their future needs. 

Facilities include a large communal lounge and a laundry room and there is a guest room available for 
visitors at a reasonable charge. 

For more information please contact the scheme manager on:01295 258859 

45 West Street Banbury Oxon 0X16 3RA Housing 

Company Limited by Guarantee - 4043124 Registered as a Charity - No 1083995 f*i AsSOdstiOfl 
Methodist Homes for the Aged is part of MH A Care Group «*ppon »nd choke older people 



HELP WANTED: RELIEF MANAGEMENT COUPLE 
The Hawthorns is looking for a mature couple to 
integrate with the existing established management 
team to provide cover for holidays, illness, 
sometimes at short notice, and be willing to cover 
both day and night shifts. In addition, there is a 
need for a part time office assistant, which would 
give a guarantee of regular hours every week. 
The ideal candidates will be a couple, possibly semi 
retired, who can work well together, have some 
computer and management skills, and who live in 
the local area, be willing to learn and become part 
of a special group of people. 

For more information, and to obtain an application 
please contact The Hawthorns, 18-19 Elton Rd., 
Clevedon, No. Somerset BS21 7EH 01275 790060 



"You may not see me as unique, 
but I've never died before" 

THE OXFORDSHIRE BEFRIENDING NETWORK 

Volunteers visiting people with life threatening illness at home. 
The Oxfordshire Befriending Network welcomes sensitive, 
trustworthy and friendly volunteer befrienders to join this lively, 
rapidly developing local organisation. 

Excellent free training and support provided. 



The next course commences 7th October 2003 



Please contact Catherine Gundry, Regional Manager, on 01865 316200 
Or email: oxford@befriending.net 

COMMUNITY 

FUGD 

Lottery money making a difference 

Registered Charity No. 1086264 





COMPANION CARE 
(WITNEY) LTD 

Enabling Independence 



Support Workers 

Required for varied client group. 
Full/part time and weekend work available. 
Full training will be provided. 

Please call Companion Care (Witney) Ltd 

01993 778413 





The Wyndham Housing Association 
provides worry-free accommodation for 
active over 60s. Situated close to the 
cultural and social life of historic Oxford, 
we offer self contained one-bedroom flats 
for sale or rent. 

Services provided include heating, 
lighting, repairs, laundry facilities, guest 
rooms, pleasant court yard gardens. The 
house manager is on call 24 hours a day. 
A cooked lunch and a light supper ^re 
served to each flat daily. 



For further information please contact: 

The Administrator, Wyndham House, 
Plantation Road, Oxford 0X2 6JJ 



Tel: 01865 511239 




company that is bringing 
independent, gracious 
retirement living to this 
country with additional 
facilities being planned. 
To request a packet of 



information, please call 
or write to: 

The Hawthorns, 18-19 
Elton Rd., Clevedon, 

No. Somerset BS21 7EH 
01275 790060. 



Could you be a Sobell House 
Hospice Lottery Ambassador 

What about arransing a syndicate amongst 
colleagues or friends? 

Or recruiting new members in your local area? 

The Sobell Lottery is a great way to support the work of the 
Hospice, and have fun at the same time! Every week, you have 
the chance to win £1000. 

You might know others who would like to join, either as 
individuals or as a group. If you would like to represent 
the Sobell House Hospice Charity and get more people 
playing the Lottery, contact the Charity office on 

01865 857007, or email: mail@sobellhospice.org 




A careful blend of Manuka Honey 
& Bee Venom 



The healing properties of the Manuka Tree have 
long been part of New Zealand folklore and recent 
scientific and medical evidence supports this. 
The benefits of Bee Venom have long been known 
- and bee venom therapy is still used today to ease 
the pain of Arthritis, Bursitis and Tendonitis. 
Recent clinical trials conducted in New Zealand 
found that two thirds of patients suffering from 
Arthritis had significant pain relief and increased 
mobility after using Nectar Ease™. 

Now also available is Nectar Ease™ Plus, 
incorporating Glucosamine Sulphate. 

For a free information pack 



Freephone: 0800 783 0942 




Or write to: Nectar Ease UK Ltd 
1 Bradfield Road, Field End Road, 
South Ruislip HA 4 ONU 



SantCett'* 

— — » Residential Home «— 

Magnificent country house set in 
18 acres of tranquil parkland with 
superb views of the Chiltem Hills. 

Care staff trained to provide discrete support 
and assistance, in a friendly and homely 
atmosphere. 

Portway Road, Stone, Aylesbury, Bucks. 

Contact Matron: 01296 747000 

Fax: 01296 747740 



ACE DENTURE CENTRE 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 
For appointments phone (24 hour) 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 






The Hawthorns 




"Gracious Retirement Living" 



means relaxed independent retirement living, with support services 
such as activities, three meals provided daily in our Dining Room, 
excursions, live-in managers, housekeeping, and more! 




For information, please call 



The Hawthorns, 18-19 Elton Road, 
Clevedon, North Somerset BS21 TEH 

http://www.thehawthorns-clevedon.co.uk 
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Time of your life 



Yellow Braces sizzles with fun and sun 



Philip Skelton spent a day at the annual Diocesan youth festival at Hill End near Oxford 




FROM the 11 to 13 July 
young people from youth 
groups across the Diocese 
descended upon a hill side 
near Oxford for a weekend of 
fun activities and Christian 
worship in hot sunshine. 

It was of course the annual 
Yellow Braces festival, headed 
by the Diocesan Youth 
Advisor, Ian Macdonald and 
the venue was Hill End 
Residential Centre. 

Each year, the festival proves 
a chance for young people 
aged 11 to 16 to try activities 
ranging from fencing to sail- 
ing, mountain biking to 
DJ’ing and mixing, with faith 
centered talks in the evening. 



Matt Stevens is a youth 
worker at St Mary’s Shaw in 
Newbury. He explains ‘The 
festival brings both Christian 
and non-Christian kids 
together and they get involved 
in all the activities on offer. 
‘Our aim is to show that you 
can have such a good time 
worshipping God as a 
Christian’ he said. 

Among the daytime activities 
on offer, DJ’ing skills and 
swimming in the outdoor pool 
at Hill End proved most pop- 
ular: Cassie Hawkins, 16 of St 
Peter’s Church Loudwater was 
just one of a large group 
which enjoyed the DJ’ing 
workshop on offer. ‘It interests 




a lot of people and is some- 
thing we can all relate to. It 
just shows that you can 
involve worship in activities 
which mean something to us, 
she said 

And as evening fell each 
night, the young people were 
invited to explore the 
Christian faith. The spiritual 
theme for the weekend 
revolved around the 
Simpsons, and leaders 
arranged four interactive talks 
ranging from what it means to 
be a Christian to faith and 
forgiveness. 

Sarah Hamilton, Youth 
Leader at All Saints Church, 
High Wycombe gave the last 



talk of the weekend discussing 
Church and purpose. For her, 
the chance for young people 
to discuss Jesus in a fun envi- 
ronment is a vital aspect of 
the trip and had such an 
impact on her when she was 
involved as a teenager that she 
felt compelled to come back. 
‘Yellow Braces is fantastic. It 
really helps young people to 
grow socially and as 
Christians, and does it so 
well!’ she said. 

Yellow Braces takes place once a 
year and is open for young people in 
school years seven to 11. For more 
information contact the Diocesan 
Youth Advisor on 01865 208253. 




Meet Philip Skelton 

This month's Time of your 
Life guest editor 

Philip came to faith in 1997 having been 
introduced to Christianity via a Bible 
study group. Since then he went on to 
complete a Theology degree at the 
University of Nottingham, and has 
recently been confirmed at St. Mary the 
Virgin in Hambleden. He now plans to study journalism at 
Highbury College in Portsmouth. 



Apple and Plum Chutney 

September recipe by our cookery writer, Ann Way 

WHEN my husband and I were first married many years ago, he 
knew I was keen on cooking (I had wooed him with home- 
made marmalade and Christmas cake!). So to make sure I con- 
tinued in this way and didn’t stop once I had a ring on my fin- 
ger; he bought me a large book to collect and write down any 
nice recipes I found. Very tattered, spattered and dog-eared, the 
book still exists and is a fund of ideas for my column for The 
DOOR. This year with so much fruit on the plum and apple 
trees, I thought you would like to try this chutney. It is delicious 
with duck. I hope you will try it. 

Ingredients: 

1 kg ( 2*1/4 lbs) of plums, 

Red or Victoria 
1 large onion 

1 large cooking apple 

2 tsp ground cinnamon 
2 tsp ground ginger 
2 tsp ground allspice 
1/4 tsp salt 

250 ml 7 fl oz white wine or 
cider vinegar 

1 pinch mace or grind of nutmeg 
200gm - 7 oz demerara sugar 





About the pictures 

(clockwise from top) 
'Balloon tennis' with blan- 
ket and waterfilled balloon; 
watchng the game; feeding 
the 5000!; an expert per- 
formance in the limbo com- 
petition; a lively briefing 
from Diocesan Youth 
Officer, ian MacDonald. 

AH photographs by Frank Blackwell 




Laughter, tears and the Holy Spirit at Soul Survivor 



ON 11 August young people from St. 
Andrew’s, High Wycombe youth group 
led by David Montgomery joined thou- 
sands in Somerset to worship God. The 
event was the hugely popular five-day 
Soul Survivor festival which gives young 
people the chance to learn and worship 
with a choice of over fifty seminars and 



workshops and evening worship. 

Indeed, the experience was incredible 
with the whole party feeling truly 
touched and blessed by God. From 
laughter to tears, the Holy Spirit was 
clearly present, and amongst those 
touched were Francis and Natasha who 
came to Christ that week. 



Exhausted, but inspired the youth group 
plans further links into the community 
in the hope that next year even more 
young people from all backgrounds will 
have felt God in their lives. 

Philip went to Soul Survivor as an assistant 
youth leader with a group from St Andrew’s, 
High Wycombe 



Method 

Add the demerara sugar to the wine in a preserving pan 
and heat gently until dissolved. Core, peel and chop the 
apple coarsely and chop the onion to roughly the size of 
the apple pieces. Stone the plums and add to the vinegar 
with all the other ingredients. 

Cook gently until thick and smooth, about 40-50 mins. 
Pour into warmed sterilized jars and seal. 



Thank you rug for Banbury head 



PAUL DUCKER, headteacher 
of St Mary's Church of 
England Primary School, 
Banbury is leaving the school 
to become headteacher of 
Glory Farm Primary School, 
Bicester, from this month. 

In gratitude for all that Paul 
has achieved at the school over 
the past eight years, the 
Governors presented him with 
a unique gift: a rug, specially 
woven in India by weavers 



from Mala Handicrafts, an 
organisation which seeks to 
end child labour in the hand 
made carpet industry of 
Eastern Uttar Pradesh. 

The chairman of the gover- 
nors, Bernie Wegerhoff, pre- 
senting the rug to Paul Ducker, 
helped by pupils of St Mary's: 
Charlotte Humphreys, Chloe 
Gilholy, Russell Slater, Dean 
Vincent and Stephanie Timms. 



Are you a Service or ex-Service 
family who needs help? 



If SSAFA Forces Help can help 
you, or someone you know, please 
call our confidential helpline. 



01865 748041 



2 FORCES 



cn 

C/3 



Registered Charity No. 210760 



Op' Trinity College 

1 I BRISTOL 



INTERESTED IN 
THEOLOGICAL TRAINING? 

We are holding an OPEN DAY on 
Wednesday 22 October 2003 

Are you considering theological study? 
Are you thinking about training for lay or 
ordained ministry? Would you like to 
sample theological college life? 

Then this Open Day is for you! 

For further details please contact: 

Mrs Barbara Clifton, Admissions Secretary 
Tel: 0117 968 2803 - Fax: 0117 968 7470 
or email: admissions@trlnity-bris.ac.uk 



St John The Baptist 
with AH Saints Windsor 

Organist and 
Choir ITainer 

needed 

to help develop and broaden 
worship in our two churches 
Sung Eucharist and Matins. 
Small but enthusiastic choir, two 
services each Sunday. 

RSCM rates plus fees: start ASAR 

For further information contact: 
Rev. Mary Barnes 

Tel: 01753 861757 

HiUtfe 

Choices to make? Feeling stuck? 

I am a trained personal coach with a background 
in ministry training in Oxford Diocese, and offer 
a 4-session coaching programme that can help 
you discern your next step. 

Dr Anne Borrowdale 01865 432915 
email: anne@anneborrowdale.co.uk 
www.anneborrowdale.co.uk 



‘My Confirmation was a landmark in my journey’ 



IT was late March and a dark 
Sunday morning when an 
informal chat with the local 
rector resulted in my journey to 
confirmation in the Anglican 
Church. For a while I had 
yearned to affirm my faith and 
receive the sacrament of 
Communion, and now as I pre- 
pared for Confirmation I found 
myself touched by the implica- 
tions that this historic ceremo- 
ny would have upon my life. 

Despite being baptized as an 
infant, like many I grew up out- 
side of the weekly Christian fel- 
lowship I have now come to 
value. At the age of 16 I was 
brought to understand the sac- 
rifice of Christ and given an 
insight into the truth contained 
within the New Testament. 
Soon after I decided to take a 
theology degree, and embarked 
upon a time of great question- 
ing and learning. Yet despite 
continuing to hold a Christian 
faith I found that throughout 
my late teens and early twenties 
I travelled from church to 
church, lacking a foundation 
upon which I could build my 
faith. Having finished universi- 
ty and after settling near 



Henley-on-Thames, my search 
finally ended in worship at St. 
Mary the Virgin in 
Hambleden. I felt comfortable 
and inspired and believed the 
Spirit of God to be very much 
at work within the church 
community. With a vibrant 



In May Philip Skelton 

was confirmed at the age 
of 22. In this moving 
article he explains why 
he took that step and 
what it has meant to him 



ministry and forward thinking 
vision I felt sure that it was 
right to seek Confirmation in 
the Church in which I had been 
baptized. 

The run up to Confirmation 
was a time of both excitement 
and apprehension. I knew the 
value of Baptism and Holy 
Communion and as such felt 
thrilled at the opportunity to 
affirm the first and participate 
fully in the second. Finally, it 
was the right time to make my 
bond with the Church more 
perfect, and enjoy Christ’s gift 



of fellowship. To share the 
bread and the wine would be to 
enter into communion between 
myself and God and with my 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 
A chance to focus upon Jesus 
and say thank you, and a 
chance to commit myself afresh 
to serve the Lord. 

Yet I also realised that along- 
side the wonderful gift of the 
Eucharist would lie duty and 
accountability. In publicly 
affirming my faith I knew I 
must play a deeper role in the 
Church and prayed for the 
strength to grow in my faith. 
Though a time of great celebra- 
tion, I knew the responsibility 
of life in the Anglican 
Communion, and felt ready to 
embrace another landmark in 
my journey of faith. 

Following a period of prayer 
and contemplation I was final- 
ly confirmed last May. Now I 
feel stronger in my commit- 
ment to the Church and truly 
touched by the Holy Spirit. 
From a Biblical, historical and 
theological point of view, I 
believe that confirmation 
remains an important part of 
modern Church practice. 
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For further information, please calkour friendly 
team - 5S!f§arah or Tony on: 



Email: cross.publications@virgin.net 



for next month’s features 



Conference 



Centres 



Your Church In Hind 



Please remember to mention 



when replying to 
advertisements 



Our Holiday pages are not your usual congested lineage ads. 

Each advert booked is diplayed in a clear boxed layout. We do not hard sell! 



WOLFETON MANOR") 

A Quality RetiraHri Unite nn 1 



BINDING UP THE 
BROKEN HEARTED 

Christians who have already travelled the 
painful road to recovery after divorce, 
separation or broken relationships, will 
understand the struggles of those still on 
the journey. Perhaps you are being called 
to use your tough experiences in a 
voluntary pastoral ministry by helping to 
facilitate 

AQU1LA Care Groups 

Re-married and still-single candidates 
welcome. Comprehensive leadership 
training given to applicants with a heart 
for this non-denominational, church- 
based work. Needed in many main 
population centres. New group starting in 
Bristol end of September. 

Contact us in confidence for more 
information: 



AQUILACARE TRUST, 

All Saints Church Old Halls, 
CROWBOROUGH, 

East Sussex TN 61 ED 
Tel: OI 892 665524 
E-mail: 

admin@aquilatrust.org 



alls, 

\ 



they wUt 
soar on 
wings like 



Isaiah 
40: 31 



Like Eagles 

The Aquila Care Trust drew its name from the 
famous verse in Isaiah 40 , “They will soar on 
wings like eagles”. 

‘■Aquila’' is the Latin for eagle and the trust’s aim 
is to support any adults going through the 
devastation of marital or relationship breakdown, 
regardless of their beliefs, until they can 
spiritually soar like eagles. 

The charity started as a small voluntary group in 
Crowborough, Sussex, in 1991, simply to serve a 
local need, but demand for its courses grew and 
new groups were established in other Southeast 
towns. In the last eighteen months, the 
development of a comprehensive training course 
for potential co-ordinators has meant that 
Christians from all over the UK who have 
recovered from divorce or separation are able to 
learn how to set up and run groups in their own 
churches using Aquila's successful self-help 
formula for those still struggling. The partner 
churches are asked to accept Aquila groups as 
part of their pastoral outreach and invite 
participants to any events which provide natural 
openings for un-churched people to explore 
Christianity. Aquila’s experience over 12 years has 
been that many do grow spiritually and eventually 
"soar on wings like eagles". 

Enquiries from people seeking support are coming 
in increasing numbers from central, southern and 
south western counties, but at present there are 
few Aquila groups established in these regions. 
Aquila can be contacted by telephone on: 

01892 665524 or e-mail on: admin@aquilatrust.org 



GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B * AA 3 Diamonds. 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 
Brochure: Brian & Uz Pedlow 

Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 5 * 87*2 

Email: info@aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
www.aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 

NOB SMOKING 



CORNWALL 

Large Country House Hotel. 

Fine restaurant, resident pianists, leisure spa. 
Many bargain breaks. Central for Touring. 

Penventon Park Hotel AA ★★★ 

Tel: Redruth 01209 203000 

Email: manager@penventon.com www.penventon.com 



IN ENGLISH 

• Some DAILY PRAYERS 

for Church of England People 

£3.50 per copy + post: 

84 pages: Illustrated. ISBN: 0-9542207-0-6 
IN WELSH & ENGLISH 

• GWEDDIAU DYDDIOL 
i Eglwyswr Cymraeg 
DAILY PRAYERS 

for Welsh Church People 

£5.00 per copy + post: 

112 pages: Illustrated. ISBN: 0-9542207-1-4 
Personal prayers (Pocket size) 

• Morning and Night 

• Praying the Creed/ During the day 

• Various things to pray and ponder 

• God's forgiveness 

• At the Eucharist 

From good bookshops or from the 
distributors - ST DENYS BOOKSHOP, 

11 Oak Street, Manchester M4 5JD. 

Tel: 0161 835 1069 Fax: 0161 839 7661 
Email: info@stdenysbookshop. com 



DAILY PERSONAL PRAYERS 

These two books were compiled by the Revd Harry 
Ogden, a retired priest-Trom the Diocese of Manchester. 
Their aim is clear: 

"By praying briefly and systematically each day, you will not 
catch religious mania - but you will keep close to GOD IN 
CHRIST, which is what Christianity is about". 

Some DAILY PRAYERS for Church of England People 

published in 1977 has sold some 60,000 copies over 
the past 26 years, the profits helping maintain an 
inner-city Manchester parish until 2001. It provides a 
simple framework of daily prayer, with teaching about 
the faith and the practice of it. A parish priest wrote: 

"It would make sense to folk whose background is unadorned 
Church of England ... The selection of material is imaginative 
and catholic and would introduce the reader to a wealth of 
spiritual traditions within the Church." 

The Bishop of Sheffield wrote: 

"There is nothing better to put into the hands of the newly 
confirmed or anyone who would have something simple, 
practical and yet profound to help them in their journey into 
GOD." 

GWEDDIAU DYDDIOL i Eglwyswyr Cymraeg 
DAILY PRAYERS for Welsh Churchpeople 

this bilingual companion volume in Welsh and English 
published in 2003 is already proving popular. 

Both books have appeared in the Church Times Top Ten 
Books list. 



Located on the edge of Charminster, one mile from Dorchester, this fully 
modernised home stands in 272 acres of beautiful gardens with rural views. The 
Manor provides quality living in a comfortable and caring environment for 
elderly people who cannot or choose not to fend for themselves. There is 24 
hour staffing, nurse call system and all rooms en-suite. A high standard of food 
is a speciality of the Manor with many guests dining with relatives and friends. 
In the grounds are two sheltered accommodation suites with full “hotel” services 
provided by the Manor for the more independent. 

Due to demand the Manor’s accommodation was recently extended with 8 
more ground floor en suite residential rooms and 5 assisted living suites. All 
with garden views and fully registered for care. Additionally a new sun 
lounge and conservatory were added together with 72 mile of garden paths. 

If you wish to check for vacancies, or would like to receive a brochure 
or visit, please contact: 

Sandra & Keith Shaw 

Wolfeton Manor, Charminster, Dorset DT2 9QL 

Tel: 01305 262340 Fax: 01305 257915 

E mail: - shaw.wolfeton@tesco.net. 



Word for Life Trust f^Lj 

The House of Bread, Ross Road, Christchurch, 
(Forest of Dean), Nr. Coleford, Glos 

There will be no Prayer Ministry Days during 
August - these continue each Wednesday 
starting September 3rd. 

5 September, Quiet Day, 10am - 4pm 

" Transformation " 

13 September, Teaching Day 

"Angels" led by John Woolmer 

20 September, Teaching Day 

"Healing Dreams" led by Elizabeth Brazell 

26-28 September, Healing Retreat 

"The Lord , My Rock" 

3 October, Quiet Day, 10am - 4pm 

"Strong Humility " 

4 October, Teaching Day 10am - 4pm 

"Overcoming Eating Disorders" 

Prayer Ministry Days - every Wednesday 
with teaching, worship and personal prayer 
Quiet days - first Friday of each month 
Time and space to listen to God 
For further details please telephone the 
Word for Life Trust office on: 

01594 837744 or Email: courses@wflt.org 





18 



THE DOOR : SEPTEMBER 2M3 








Advertising 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 



If you thought a cruise holiday was out of your price range, think again. We have been able to arrange three fabulous cruises in the Lands of the Bible at prices 
that are lower than we charged 12 years ago! 

This year hardly any Americans have travelled to Europe. As a result the cruise industry is in the doldrums and we have been able to arrange these top quality 
cruises at prices way below normal! Seize the moment and make this the year you discover cruising. 

Our prices include flights, all airport taxes and port taxes. With many cruise discount offers you may see, these elements are at extra cost! In many ports there 
is a choice of excursions and we can offer optional extensions at either end of your cruise. 



Christianity and the Roman Empire 

23-31 October 2003 9 days 
MV World Renaissance 

Christianity was born into the Roman 
Empire; this cruise explores the 
magnificent towns and cities of Italy - 
Rome itself, Pompeii, and the majestic 
cities of North Africa - Carthage in Tunisia and Leptis 
Magna in Libya. 



We also 

retrace the route 
taken by St Paul 
on his journey to 
the heart of the 
Roman Empire - 
Rome itself - and 
see the culture 
and might of this 
great civilisation 



Depart Genoa 
Rome 

Naples & Pompeii 
Sicily - Palermo 
Tunisia - Carthage 
Malta • Valletta 
Libya - Leptis 
Magna 
Crete- 



The world of the first Christians 

31 Oct -7 Nov 2003 8 days 
MV World Renaissance 



be combined to 
make a glorious ^ 
16 day voyage through 
the lands of the New 
Testament 



Enter the world of the first Christians - 
Antioch, where the name Christian was 
coined, and Paphos, the scene of the 
first Gentile Christian. Discover the 
treasures of Lebanon - the Biblical towns 
of Tyre and Sidon or the incredible ruins 
of Baalbeck. 

Then follow the early 
Church as it spread westwards 
to Ephesus in Asia Minor and 
^ Athens in Greece pausing at 
^Patmos to see the place 
where St John's vision of 
persecution to come was 
recorded. 



▲ Crete -Chania 
A Turkey - Ephesus 
A Biblical Antioch 
A Lebanon - Baalbeck 
A Byblos & Sidon 
A Cyprus - Paphos 
A Patmos & Athens 
A Corinth & Delphi * 



On the trail of St Paul 

28 April - 3 May 2004 6 days 
MV Ocean Majesty 

Follow St Paul as he 
took the gospel in to 
Europe, leaving Asia 
Minor at Troas and 
travelling through 
Greece to Athens. On 
the way we visit ancient 
Troy, Philippi, 
Thessalonica, Berea and Meteora, the 
location of the extraordinary monasteries 
built on the tops of rock pinnacles. 

You can extend this holiday to include a 
tour of the seven Churches of Asia 
immediately before the cruise and a visit to 
Corinth and Delphi on arrival in Athens. 



A Turkey - Ephesus 
A Ancient Troy 
A Alexander Troas 
A Philppi & Hnpris 
A Thessalonica & Berea 



A Athens 

A The 7 Churches of 
Asia* 

A Corinth & Delphi * 



e,p€it lecturers 
will inform, 

entertain and inspire you. 

These beautiful ships are chartered 
exclusively to MasterSun and each holiday 
includes your flight from the UK, all port and 
airport taxes plus all the food you can eat in 
the outstanding restaurants on board. The 
on-board programme including lectures, 

Bible teaching, prayer and worship is 
designed by us to enhance the shore 
excursions during the cruise. All shore 

excursions are optional 
and in some ports there 
is a choice available. You 
can pre-book your 
excursions and save 
even more money! 



MasterSun 

Mediterranean sunshine 
in Christian company 

Imagine a hotel right on the beach... with the blue 
Mediterranean sea lapping at the shores... where the 
staff really cared and the children's 
clubs were run by Christian... a 
hotel without lager louts and bad 
language... where God's name was 
praised and the Bible taught every 
day. Impossible? No you're 
imagining a MasterSun Christian 
Holiday. 

MasterSun holidays are unique. Our summer beach 
hotels in Greece and Turkey are exclusive to us all with 
our own Christian staff to run the programme and 
children's clubs. Three of our hotels include free 
watersports - you could even learn to sail or windsurf 
with our Christian instructors watching over you. 



M 



• Flights from 
many UK airports 

• Half board or full 
board 

• Good quality 
hotels by the beach 

• Generous child 
discounts 

• Christian leaders 
on every week 



Ml 



ASK ABOUT OUR WINTER HOLIDAYS TOO 

MasterSki - chalet and hotel holidays in top French resorts 
MasterSun - winter sunshine holidays in Malta, Cyprus, Greece & Turkey 



AA dsterSu n 

MasterSun, Thames House, 63-67 Kingston Road, 
New Malden, Surrey KT3 3P& 
Telephone: 020 8942 9442 
Email: brodiures@mastersun.cauk 
Website: www.mastersun.co.uk 



Free brochures 

Please send me the following brodiure(s) 

(tick the ones you would like) 



Sensational prices from only £439. Early booking discounts are available 
so send for our 32 page colour brochure today. Call 020 8942 9442 



Cruise Summer 



Name 



Wintersun Ski 



Address 



Postcode 



email 



Please return this coupon FREE to: 

MasterSun. FREEPOST, Thames House, 

63-67 Kingston Road, New Maldon, Surrey KT3 3BR 
Tel: 020 8942 9442 Fax: 020 8949 4396 
email: brochures@mastersun.co.uk 



ands ot thelSmt 



Three different itineraries 
Eight different countries 
Sensational prices from only £439 



txptritnct unfolds as we cruise the 

Lands of the Bible 
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A terrible burden of evil, 
suffering and forgiveness 

Rabbi Jonathan Romain reviews the Bishop of Oxford's 
new book, After the Evil which engages with the part 
Christians have played in the past sufferings of the Jews 



WHEN the famous Jewish 
artist Marc Chagall painted 
his interpretation of the 
Crucifixion, it was not Jesus 
who was stretched out on the 
cross, but the entire Jewish 
people. 

It may be a painful thought 
for committed Christians, but 
for many Jews it has seemed 
that Jesus was not a saviour 
but the source of generations’ 
worth of misery. This is 
because of the anti-Jewish 
persecutions carried out in 
Jesus’ name and which, it 
could be argued, culminated 
in the Holocaust. 

When some Christian leaders 
went in person to Hitler to 
protest against the mistreat- 
ment of the Jews, he replied, 
‘Why do you complain? I am 
only following through on what 
you have taught for centuries.’ 

It is this terrible burden that 
Richard Harries seeks to 
address. How can Christians 
today face this legacy in terms 
of their own faith? And how 
should it influence the way 
they relate to Judaism itself? 

Jewish-Christian dialogue 

Despite the unpleasant nature 
of such questions, the book is 
an optimistic one, and benefits 
from Harries’ lifelong com- 
mitment to Jewish-Christian 
dialogue, along with his easy 
familiarity with both 
Christian and Jewish sources 
on the issues of evil, suffering 
and forgiveness. What stands 
out in particular is Harries’ 
refusal to avoid the difficult 
issues that arise and confront 
them directly and intelligently. 

Convert the Jews? 

He asks whether Christians 
should convert Jews and con- 
cludes that the answer must 
be ‘no’. This is not because it 
is not politically correct to do 
so, but because it is not reli- 
giously necessary. The primal 
covenant, he argues, is 
between God and humanity, 



and although Christians see 
this as expressed in the person 
of Jesus, others respond to 
that same covenant with dif- 
ferent voices, which are equal- 
ly valid. 

Whilst Harries would cer- 
tainly welcome Jews into the 
Church, he sees no need for 
active mission directed at 
them and would ask any 
prospective convert if they 
had explored their own reli- 
gious heritage fully before 
seeking to adopt a new one. 

Is the Bible antisemitic? 

My one regret was that 
Harries raises but only briefly 
touches what is perhaps the 
most controversial question of 
all: whether it is not just 
Church teachings that have 
caused anti-semitism, but the 
very text of the New 
Testament? 

It is all very well having fine 
books such as this one which 
explain why Judaism should 
be valued as ‘the elder broth- 
er’, but many more Christians 
will read passages in 
Matthew or John disparaging 
Jews and cannot but be influ- 
enced by them. 

Omitting such texts would 
be highly desirable but total- 
ly unthinkable. It means that 
there is a heavy responsibility 
upon Church leaders today 
to stress the spirit of harmo- 
ny between Jews and 
Christians that is now replac- 
ing a much darker past. This 
book - highly recommended 
- is one such step. 

Dr Jonathan Romain is Rabbi at 
Maidenhead Synagogue. 
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Angel Chaucerian roundel competition 

Thanks to those who sent poems in. The standard was 
remarkably high. The winner will be announced in the 
October issue when we hope to publish a number of them. 




Cartoon from The Parent Talk Guide to Primary School, by 
Wendy Bray, Hodder & Stoughton, £5.99. 



Helpful tips for solving 
the parenting puzzle 

THAT ‘Time Out works best when a child doesn’t want to miss 
Time In’ sounds obvious enough, but The Parenting Puzzle 
(Family Links, £14.99) by Candida Hunt offers not only new 
perspectives on old methods such as excluding the wayward 
child, but a toolkit of ideas which could make traditional pun- 
ishment obsolete. 

Its aim is to enable people unable to attend one of the ten 
week Family Links programmes on which it is based to join in 
the experience of past participants, constandy supported and 
encouraged on what is acknowledged to be a rocky journey, 
sometimes through difficult memories of one’s own childhood 
and upbringing. 

They don’t send you home with a manual 

This book pulls no punches and everything that confronts and 
confuses children is openly discussed, with a clear and attractive 
layout making it readily accessible to those constrained by time 
pressures. It suggests a series of achievable goals and is punctu- 
ated by cartoons, which not only reinforce the text but also 
inject the humour essential in all dealings with youngsters. 

For many of us getting it right, or right enough, as a parent is 
the very highest priority. But they don’t send you home with a 
manual. New government funding for parenting support (this 
book has Home Office funding) is responding to a clearly 
expressed need. A recent evaluation from a parent in Chesham 
Bois says it all: ‘I now realise I can change situations’. 

The scope of this book is, however, far wider than the title sug- 
gests. You don’t have to be a parent to be a very significant 
adult in the life of a child (Steve Biddulph’s ‘mentor’ in Raising 
Boys). And anyone can learn from its teaching on relationships. 
The concepts and skills promoted here are the stuff of social 
responsibility: confronting your feelings and those of others (in 
restorative justice); self-awareness and assertiveness (to combat 
domestic violence); emotional literacy and conflict resolution 
(for couple relationships); self-esteem, personal power and 
respecting children’s space (to help prevent child abuse). 

Above all, this book facilitates communication - and it pays to 
start young. As one of a set of postcards produced by 
Gloucester Diocese puts it: ‘If you want them to talk to you in 
their teens, listen now!’ 

Kate Hodgson 

Oxford Diocesan Board for Social Responsibility 

Family Links is running a Parent Group in central Oxford from 8 
September to 17 November. It costs £80 and it is open to anyone. 

Details from Gail Allan on 01865 454004 or familylinksuk@aol.com 
For anyone interested in running parenting courses there will be a 'taste 
for training day' on Friday 7 November in Reading. See The DOORPost. 



Prayers from all over the world 

Teach us to learn to love and to forgive the 
suffering and hardship that violence and injustice 
have inflicted upon our lives. 

Bless , O Lord , all that dedicate their powers to the making 
of peace and justice in the world. And give us all a lively 
concern for the underprivileged and show us in practical 
ways how to help others. 

THIS extract from a prayer by Lydia Olawuwo Adekunle 
from Nigeria is one of the 200 prayers from all over the 
world in the new Mothers’ Union Prayer book, The Prayers 
we Breathe (£1.50), launched at their World Wide Council 
meeting on 1 1 June. Topics covered include violence, terror- 
ism and war. ‘We hope that the prayers will be an inspira- 
tion to all those who use it and a reminder to us all of the 
diversity and unity that can be found through prayer,’ says 
Fleur Dorrell, Head of Prayer and Spirituality at the 
Mothers’ Union. 

The book can be obtained from the Prayer and Spirituality 
unit at the MU via the switchboard, telephone 020 7222 
5533. The Mothers’ Union website www.themothersunion.org 
includes a spirituality section, giving suggestions for prayer 
topics and information about resources. 



Is believing 

THEtlE are some Church sta- 
tistics that are surprising 
however many times we hear 
them. In a survey carried out 
in 2001, 73% of respondents 
said that they regarded them- 
selves as Christians; yet a 
1998 Mass-Observation sur- 
vey showed that only 7.5% of 
the population attend church 
every Sunday. The huge gap 
between those figures has 
been worried over - worried 
at, in fact - in the Church 
press for quite some time, but 
Counting People In is one of 
the first analyses that steps 
past the doom and gloom to 
look at the stories behind the 
statistics. 

A narrow definition 

It is a book fundamentally 
about believing and belong- 
ing. Richard Thomas argues 
that we are using a far too 
narrow definition of 'belong- 
ing'. Rather than having to be 
a regular churchgoer who 
serves on the PCC and does 
the flower-arranging before 
you can be counted in as a 
member of the Church, 

Thomas argues that Christian 
faith and a sense of belonging 
to the Church should be 
enough. For example, looking 
at the number of people who 
go to church once a month, 
already the gap between the 
self-defined 'believers" and 
Church-defined 'belongers' 
begins to close. 

The book is a warning 



belonging? 

against the present, rigid defi- 
nition of belonging; it is hurt- 
ing both churches and that 
gigantic, nebulous group of 
non-churchgoing believers. 
Thomas writes about the key 
moments in life where people 
gravitate back to church, or 
the Church: weddings, bap- 
tisms, funerals. He warns 
churches not to turn people 
away at such vital moments 
on the grounds that they are 
not usually members of the 
congregation, but to see such 
moments as points where the 
holy can enter ordinary lives. 

The book's broader focus is 
the intersection between the 
holy and the ordinary. It is a 
call to abandon empty struc- 
tures in favour of action 
prompted by the energy of the 
Holy Spirit; it is a timely 
reminder that the Cross calls 
Christians to go out into the 
world rather than waiting for 
the world to come to them. 

Kate Griffin 

Kate Griffin is assistant in the 
Communications Department at 
Diocesan Church House. 
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Love in a cold climate 



Ann Bush,a former prison chaplain in Reading, describes life as a 
Rector in the Diocese of the Arctic and caribou heads for supper 



I have been here in Fort Smith, 
in the Diocese of the Arctic as 
Parish Rector, for two years now 
with Gordon, my husband. 

From the moment we arrived 
we have been taken into the 
hearts of the people and drawn 
into the community of only 
2,499. They are so warm and 
hospitable. I love it here. 

Even though the winter tem- 
perature is around -30 c most 
days, with deep snow we get 
blue skies and sunshine and 
magnificent scenery, and the 
breathtaking nightly displays of 
the Northern Lights. Winter 
lasts from October to May, then 
in June and July the tempera- 
ture often soars to +30 C. 
Flowers bloom, the black bears 
come scavenging for food and 
the golf course opens up! 

Bears, caribou, moose 
Fort Smith is on the edge of the 
largest natural national park in 
the world, the Wood Buffalo 
Park. Often we are treated by 
sights of the huge wood buffalo, 
black bears, cougars, caribou 
and moose. In many ways this 
land reminds me of my child- 
hood home in East Africa. I 
truly feel I have come home. 

In May last year, I joined the 
Arctic clergy and lay delegates 
for the Diocesan Synod, held in 
Rankin Inlet in the eastern 
Arctic. We were invited to an 
community feast and on the 
menu was boiled caribou heads! 

While I was there Archbishop 
Tom Morgan and I went on a 
quad bike ride onto the frozen 
Tundra ( Ann and the Archbishop 
pictured left to right). It was one 
of the most exhilarating times of 
my life and gave me a real sense 
of the beauty and harshness of 



the Arctic and a deeper respect 
for the amazing people who live 
on the roof of the world, the 
Inuit or Eskimo. 

Respect for the Inuit 
The Inuit are deeply spiritual 
people and when they come to 
faith in Christ their joy is abun- 
dant and I shared some awe- 
some praise and worship times 
with them. It sends shivers to 
hear them sing 'How great thou 
art' in Inuktotuk and us singing 
in English. History was also 
made at this Synod, as we elect- 
ed the first Inuit Diocesan 
Bishop, Andrew Atagotaalu, a 
man clearly anointed by God. 
The environment and isolation 
makes it a place where one dis- 
covers one's strengths and 
weaknesses very fast and so 
does everyone else. But then 
everyone looks out for each 
other and there is a true sense 
of community. There is also a 
hunger for God but this brings 
fresh challenges for those who 
minister, to make H im relevant 
and real to several different cul- 
tures. Here in Fort Smith, 
Southern Canadians, Aboriginal 
peoples and Inuit coexist with 
some immigrant people from the 
Far and Middle East and our 
nearest community neighbour is 
300 kilometres away! 

Unity shared 

One abiding joy is the unity shared 
between Roman Catholics, 
Pentecostal sand ourselves. We 
share in many events like Alpha 
groups and March for Jesus. 

This is just a brief insight into life 
in the far north, where the temper- 
ature may be chilly, but hearts are 
warm. I thank God daily for the 
joy and privilege of being here. 




Flackwell Heath's builds on faith and giving 



Christopher Bull, Rector of Christ Church, tells how God blessed their building project which 
was rooted in prayer and a commitment to give away ten per cent of the all money they raised 




A mass balloon release, exhibitions and an unexpected rainbow, 
were all part of a weekend of celebrations to mark the opening 
of the new Christ Church Centre.lt now provides an attractive 
meeting place for daily ‘Coffee Stop’ and many other activities. 



FLACKWELL Heath is a large 
village on the edge of High 
Wycombe which thousands of 
people pass by every day on 
the M40. Over the last four 
years a remarkable story of 
faith and commitment has seen 
a new church development 
that is beginning to make a real 
difference in the lives of those 
who live there. 

Until the 1940’s Flackwell 
Heath was a tiny community 
of four hamlets linked by 
country lanes. The forerunner 
of Christ Church was a small 
wooden structure with a brick 
frontage built in 1932, seating 
50 people, which soon became 
inadequate in the post-war 
housing boom. In 1959, to 
meet the spiritual and pastoral 
demands of a larger popula- 
tion, the old church was dis- 
mantled and a new church 
built, incorporating the old 
brick facade. A small prefabri- 
cated-fabricated building, for- 
merly the village Barclay’s 
Bank, was added to the site in 
the 1970’s as a church hall. 

The church has 
always responded 
to the community’s 
needs’ 

Behind this short history of 
Christ Church in Flackwell 
Heath lie some huge leaps of 
faith. Each time the village has 
grown the church has added 
new facilities in response to 
church and community needs. 
The new building, which even- 
tually became the Christ 
Church Centre, was conceived 
in 1999 as part of a vision to 
bring the church into the new 
millennium with the facilities to 
enable it again to be a vital and 
living part of the community. 

From the outset our Christian 
faith has been central to this 
building project. It was the 
belief of our church that God 
would honour the church com- 
mitment to hold him first in all 
things. Three decisions at the 
outset of the project deter- 
mined the course we would 
travel. Firstly, that prayer 



would be vital to all that we 
did. The church committed 
itself to pray weekly, individu- 
ally and corporately, for the 
fund-raising and building 
work. Secondly, that we would 
not apply to the National 
Lottery for any funding. 
Thirdly, that our commitment 
to build would include raising 
an additional ten per cent of 
the building cost to give to 
other building projects, with 
particular concern for overseas 
projects. 

*We gave ten per 

cent of our building 
costs to needy 
Christian projects’ 

Suffice to say that a £500,000 
project generated a tithe of 
£50,000 to support Christian 
projects in needy areas of 
South Africa, Mongolia, 
Zimbabwe and Nepal. Further 
grants will be made during the 
next two years to fulfil the 
commitment made at the start 
of the project. 

The building project has not 
been an end in itself but a 
whole new beginning. With 
new facilities there are many 
possibilities and opportunities 
for the church in the communi- 
ty. Since opening in October 
last year the centre has been 
widely used including, a daily 
‘Coffee Stop’ providing a meet- 
ing place within the communi- 
ty; ‘Oasis’, a bereavement self- 
help group; ‘1-2-1*, a weekly 
youth group; ‘Chatterbox’ and 
a weekly parent and toddler 
group. 

This brief story hides a 
tremendous amount of gen- 
erosity, hard work in fund-rais- 
ing and physical labour by 
church members and members 
of the local community. It is a 
simple story of faith in a gener- 
ous God who honours those 
who honour him. Now, in the 
70th year of a church on this 
site, Christ Church is looking 
forward to honouring God in 
the next phase of its life in this 
community 
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'Do not think that I have 
come to abolish the law or 
the prophets; I have come 
not to abolish but to fulfil' 

Matthew 5:17 

LATER this month we cele- 
brate the feast of St Matthew, 
one of the apostles and the 
man who gives his name to 
the first of the Gospels. 
Whether he actually wrote all, 
or some, or even none of it (let 
the scholars argue, and the 
rest of us keep respectful 
silence), there can be little 
doubt that its author had a 
strong Jewish background. 
This is the most ‘Jewish’ of the 
Gospels, almost obsessively 
concerned to demonstrate that 
every event in the life of Jesus, 
from his birth to his death, 
happened in fulfilment of the 
Hebrew Scriptures. 

It’s easy for us to forget that 
Jesus was a Jew, nurtured in 
the religion and traditions of 
his people. Certainly he teach- 
es like a Jew, trading question 
for question, and offering sto- 
ries rather than theories. In the 




by David Winter 



THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 



verse at the head of this col- 
umn, taken from the so-called 
‘Sermon on the Mount’, he 
sets out his own vocation: not 
to abolish the law and the 
prophets of Israel, but to ‘ful- 
fil’ them. In the rest of the ser- 
mon we can see the beginning 
of the process, as this and that 
aspect of the ancient law is 
taken, introduced with the 
phrase ‘You have heard it 
said’, and then pushed further 



Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism^ 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Message for the 
Millennium (BRF). 



than any of the scribes or 
Pharisees had ever done. For 
Jesus, the law was not the end, 
but the beginning - a marker 
of the kind of life God 
required, the life that Jesus 
called ‘righteous’. When one 
had kept the law to the letter; 
obedience had hardly begun. 
Now there was the spirit: 
don’t kill, but don’t hate, 
either. Don’t hate, but go fur- 
ther, and love. Don't give 
because you are required to, 
but because giving is the 
reflection of grace. 

This is ‘kingdom’ living. This 
is the life Jesus calls the chil- 
dren of the kingdom to aim 
for Of course we shall often 
fail, but that is where forgive- 
ness and redemption begin. 
The law points us to the goal. 
The grace of God brought to 
us in Jesus helps us to ‘press 
on towards the goal’, as St 
Paul put it (Philippians 3:14). 
Jesus fulfilled - ‘fully filled’ - 
the righteousness of God. One 
day, by his grace, on earth or 
in heaven , so shall all the 
‘children of the kingdom’. 
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